
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 26/06/26 
 
Dear Parents 

This week's extreme temperatures presented challenges for schools across the country and, 
whilst we did have to adapt a few plans, I have been enormously impressed by the 
resilience and good humour of both pupils and staff. School life has continued very much as 
normal - albeit at a slightly slower pace and with a lot more water bottles. Thank you to 
everyone in the school community for their flexibility, patience and support throughout the 
week.  

Last Thursday was our Year 12 Volunteering Day, organised in partnership with the Brun 
Bear Foundation. Students threw themselves into projects with local schools, 
community organisations and environmental groups across the area. My thanks go to Cecile 
Davies, Assistant Director of Community & Partnerships, for bringing the day together, and 
to all the staff and students who gave their time so generously.  

We began this week with the Adam Stuart (OC) Debating Competition. It was a privilege to 
judge an event that honours Adam's memory (a former student at Colfe’s who was known 
as a passionate and opinionated debater), while bringing another successful year of 
debating at Colfe's to a close. The standard was outstanding: our Year 12 students argued 
with intelligence, conviction and rhetorical flair. Congratulations to Anna and 
Natalie, representing the Closing Government team, on their victory, and thank you to 
Miranda Solley for driving forward our debating programme.  

On Tuesday evening we welcomed families whose children will be joining Year 7 next 
September. These evenings are always enjoyable - there is a palpable sense of excitement 
as families begin what, for many, will be a seven-year journey through the Senior School. 
We very much look forward to welcoming them in September.   

Wednesday’s House Dance Competition was another highlight, where our dancers 
performed with gusto to a packed, air-conditioned pupil audience on the theme of Kindness. 
Congratulations to Beardwood House, this year's champions, and thanks to Natalie Maher, 
Nicci Rayes and everyone behind the scenes who supported the performances.   

Perhaps the grandest event of the week, though, was our Y13 Leavers’ Ball, held at the 
Bromley Court Hotel on a balmy Wednesday night.  There was certainly a sense of 
another milestone being reached as this notably warm, friendly cohort enjoyed an evening 
of dining and dancing to mark the end of their time at school. My thanks to Claire Santry 
and the Sixth Form Team for ensuring everything came together so well.   

The Junior School has, as usual, been a hive of fantastic activity. Year 5 enjoyed a visit to 
the London Transport Museum, our EYFS pupils had enormous fun at their Dinosaur Beach 
Party, and the Summer Fayre moved indoors without losing any of its atmosphere. It was 
impressive to see how quickly colleagues adapted and how cheerfully everyone embraced 
Plan B.  

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F%7E%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y


Today we marked Pride at Colfe's, celebrating the values of inclusion, respect and 
belonging that underpin our community. We also wish our Year 12 physicists every success 
as they set off for CERN, one of the world's leading centres for scientific research. Finally, 
good luck to our cadets taking part in tomorrow's CCF Summer Parade, one of the 
highlights of the summer calendar.  

I hope the weather is a little kinder over the weekend.   

With good wishes to all, 

Dan Gabriele 
Head 
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