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From the Head: End of Term Update — 03/07/26

Dear Parents

As we reach the close of another academic year, this week has been about endings and
beginnings - a fitting reflection of school life itself. On Monday, we welcomed many new
pupils for transition days in the Junior School and Year 7. It was a pleasure to see children
taking their first steps into the next stage of their education, meeting new classmates and
teachers, and beginning to imagine the opportunities that lie ahead.

Later that evening, we gathered with our Year 13 pupils and parents to celebrate the
conclusion of their time with us. There was something poignant about having these two
events on the same day: new pupils looking ahead with excitement, and Year 13
parents reflecting on all that their children have achieved before moving on to new
challenges.

On Tuesday, we enjoyed the Year 8 Poetry Slam, which is now in its third year. The
standard of performance was tremendous. Events like this are a wonderful demonstration of
our commitment to oracy, showing the confidence, communication skills and critical thinking
that develop when children are encouraged to express themselves with clarity and purpose.
With thanks to Tom Wilcox in the English Department for organising.

This week also saw our Prizegiving ceremonies for Junior School pupils in Years 4 to 6 and
Senior School pupils in Years 7 to 9. These occasions provide an important opportunity to
celebrate achievement, effort and commitment. While prize winners should be extremely
proud of their accomplishments, these events are also a reminder that success is built on
perseverance, curiosity and a willingness to keep striving for improvement. Congratulations
to all those recognised this week.

Beyond the classroom, pupils have continued to benefit from a wide range of educational
visits. Year 1 enjoyed a trip to Greenwich Ecological Park, developing their understanding of
local habitats and wildlife. Year 6 had a memorable day — during their final week of junior
school - at Chessington World of Adventures, while our Year 12 biologists visited High ElIms
Country Park to deepen their learning in the field. Meanwhile, our talented musicians
departed this morning on their Music Tour to Cologne, and we wish them a wonderful and
enriching experience. Finally, congratulations to Year 11 student Alex M, who has been
awarded a wildcard entry to the Wimbledon Boys' Singles Championships - a remarkable
achievement and one we will be following with great interest. We wish Alex every success
on one of the sport's biggest stages.

As this term comes to a close, so too does my first year at the helm of our school. Over the
past three terms there have been plenty of highlights, but what has stood out most
consistently has been the quiet confidence of our pupils: the confidence to try something
new, to keep going when things are challenging, to connect positively with those around
them - and to be authentically themselves, comfortable in their own skin. Whether in the
classroom, on the stage, on the sports field or through the many wider opportunities that
Colfe's provides, your children have given it a go.
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Of course none of this would be possible without the dedication and expertise of our staff or
the support of our parent community. My sincere thanks go to everyone who has contributed
to making our school such a vibrant and successful place to learn and work.

| wish all pupils, staff and families a happy, restful and well-deserved summer break. We
look forward to welcoming pupils back in September and, before then, to seeing our Year 11
and Year 13 students once again in August as they receive their examination results and
prepare for what lies ahead.

Have a wonderful summer.

Dan Gabriele
Head
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