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From the Head: Weekly Update — 18/06/26

Dear Parents

It was excellent to see our Year 7 pupils attend the Colfe’s Sermon at St Mary’s, Lewisham on
Sunday. The sermon, which took as its theme humility, reflected on the life of our founder.
Intriguingly, there are no known portraits nor statues of Colfe, and none of his sermons

was ever published - both rather unusual for a respected 17th-century cleric. Perhaps

this quiet absence tells us more than any painting might: a man whose modesty was genuine
and lived, rather than displayed.

Although this is a shorter week with our Founder’s Day holiday tomorrow, it has been no less
busy. Junior Music Week has filled the school with energy and sound, not least through pupils
busking in the playground. These events have been supported by PAFA, who are raising
funds for new outdoor musical equipment. My thanks to the team and to all who have
contributed.

On Tuesday, we welcomed visitors from the Leathersellers’ Company for the annual
Visitation, a tradition that has endured for nearly 375 years. This occasion provides governors
and members of the Company the opportunity to observe the school in action and,
importantly, to ask questions of us. It is a valuable moment of reflection and accountability, as
well as a celebration of the close relationship we enjoy. This year, it also provided an
opportunity to thank our longstanding Chair of Governors, Matthew Pellereau, who retires
from the Board come September. | shall write separately to parents about Matthew and about
his successor as Chair of Governors, current governor Nick Preston, next week.

Tuesday also saw our Year 6 pupils deliver a wonderful performance of Matilda — a genuine
tour de force. This marks the beginning of their end-of-term celebrations as they prepare to
move into the Senior School, and we wish them every success (and perhaps a little rest)
before September. With thanks to Mr Dunne, Mrs Smith and the Year 6 team.

Last night we hosted the annual Senior School Sports Presentation, celebrating the
achievements of so many children and teams across the whole gamut of sporting activity. It
was great to see parents attend in such numbers - and | hope everyone managed to get
home in time for the England game. With thanks to my colleagues in the Sports department
for organising.

Finally, we wish the very best of luck to all pupils heading out this afternoon on their Silver
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award practice expedition.

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head
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