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From the Head: Weekly Update — 12/06/26

Dear Parents

One of the pleasures of school life is that no two weeks are ever quite the same. The last
seven days alone have taken us from the world of Willy Wonka to the MCC cricket
fixture with the usual gamut of other school activity in between.

The standout event was undoubtedly our summer production, Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory. Performed in promenade style by pupils in Years 7 to10, audiences were whisked
around the school in suitably Wonka-esque fashion as the story unfolded. Supported by a
brilliant pupil crew, the cast delivered performances full of energy, humour and convincing
stagecraft, while somehow navigating both scene changes and the vagaries of the weather.
It was an ambitious undertaking and a tremendous success: my congratulations go to Ms
Maher and team and everyone involved.

Not to be outdone, our Year 2 pupils staged their own musical extravaganza on Thursday
morning, performing with brio to the delight of their parents and teachers, with thanks to Mrs
Ekaragagh and the Year 2 team.

We have also been busy strengthening our links with local schools. On Tuesday we
welcomed pupils from local primary schools for our annual Year 5 Maths Masterclass,
expertly led by Dr Buescu, and our inaugural Awesome Book Quiz, with thanks to Mrs
Englefield and Mrs Carter. Both events were a reminder of how much young people enjoy
being stretched intellectually when given the opportunity.

Then on Wednesday, ahead of our 16+ Leathersellers' Scholarship Evening, we welcomed
more than ninety students from eight partner schools for a series of A Level taster sessions
and gained valuable insight into Sixth Form study. Many then stayed for the Scholarship
Evening itself. It was a pleasure to see so many bright and ambitious young people
considering Colfe’s for the next stage of their education.

Out on the cricket pitch, our 1st XI drew a closely contested match against the MCC in an
excellent display of skill and determination. Meanwhile, our Electric Car Club competed in its
Formula E race at Bedford Aerodrome on Sunday, demonstrating admirable commitment with
an early start, a late finish and a prompt return to school the following morning. My thanks go
to Mr Kiddey and Mr Fishwick for their continued support of this ever-popular club. Meanwhile,
Year 3 spent Thursday and Friday at Carroty Wood, enjoying their first taste of outdoor
pursuits and rising to every challenge put before them.

Finally, Thursday's Degree Apprenticeship Evening gave students and parents a valuable
insight into this increasingly popular and competitive pathway. We were especially pleased to
welcome back several Old Colfeians who spoke about their experiences at organisations
including Deutsche Bank, PwC and the Post Office. llluminating and inspiring stuff.

With good wishes to all
Dan Gabriele
Head
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