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From the Head: Weekly Update — 05/06/26

Dear Parents

Half term already feels like a distant memory. Within hours of returning, Colfeians had
settled back into the familiar elements of school life: academic focus, rehearsals,
sports fixtures, transition events and, in one memorable case, a bicycle-powered
smoothie machine.

Our Senior School pupils have spent much of the week sitting exams. For Year 7, this
has been a first taste of formal conditions; | have been impressed by the maturity with
which they have approached the challenge. Learning how to revise, prepare and
perform under pressure is a skill in itself and they have made a very promising

start. The creative life of the school, meanwhile, shows no sign of abating: rehearsals
for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory have reached the final furlong and there is a
real buzz around the production. Best of luck to all involved in next week's
performances.

The Junior School's Sports Day provided a memorable demonstration of resilience
and good humour this week. Pupils, colleagues and parents endured some decidedly
uncooperative weather and, although proceedings had to pause at lunchtime, spirits
remained impressively high. The remaining sprint finals and fiercely contested tug-of-
war will now take place on the final day of term. My thanks go to colleagues in the
Junior School, the PE Department and the Grounds Team for ensuring the day ran so
smoothly, and to PAFA for keeping spectators sustained with tea and

biscuits. Indeed it was also a pleasure to meet with PAFA on Monday evening: my
sincere thanks to Nerida, the wider team and our class representatives for the
enormous amount they do behind the scenes to strengthen our community.

This week has also shone a light on wellbeing. In the Junior School, Wellbeing Week
encouraged pupils to think about healthy habits and positive relationships. The
highlight was undoubtedly the smoothie bike. Many children had a turn, with varying
levels of efficiency but uniformly successful results. My thanks to Thomas Franks for
organising such an enjoyable activity.

Beyond the school gates, it was a pleasure to host a Law Networking Evening in the
City on Wednesday night. Bringing together pupils, parents and alumni, it served as a
reminder that the Colfe's network helps create a community that spans the
generations. Special thanks go to our excellent guest speaker and Old Colfeian Anna
Gregory, a partner at Farrer and Co, who shared her wisdom and insight into the
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future of law. Despite the seismic shifts that Al will bring, she ventured that soft skills,
human judgment and business acumen will remain critical for clients.

Looking ahead, next week | will share news about our new Heads of Year and Heads
of House appointments, roles that will play an important part in strengthening

the sense of belonging, pastoral care and community that sits at the heart of school
life.

Finally, we wish the very best of luck to our Electric Car Club team, who will be racing
at Bedford Aerodrome this weekend. | suspect they may be travelling rather
faster than the rest of us, although one hopes with no less control.

With best wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head



