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From the Head: Weekly Update — 22/05/26

Dear Parents

As we march - slightly sunburnt and a little exhausted - towards half term, it has been another
characteristically full week at Colfe’s.

Our Year 8 pupils descended on Legoland for a Robotics workshop, combining engineering,
coding, and the mildly alarming competitive instinct that Lego can bring out in otherwise
civilised people. Meanwhile, Year 5 made the most of the capital on our doorstep with a visit to
London Zoo, returning with a wealth of animal facts for family members to absorb over the
holiday.

On Tuesday evening, we were delighted to host our UCAS Information Evening, as Year 12
students sharpen their focus on the post-18 landscape. My thanks go to Mr Drury and Ms
Batten for guiding pupils and families through a wonderfully wide range of courses and
destinations with their customary wit and wisdom.

On Thursday evening, we began our programme of welcome events for new families starting
with those joining Reception and Nursery in September. These evenings are always special: the
beginning of relationships that, for many families, will span well over a decade. We look forward
to welcoming many more new pupils across other year groups after half term.

Music continues to flourish. The Senior Platform Concert offered a richly varied programme,
ranging from Beethoven to Oasis, while the Junior School Teatime Concert provided a
charming opportunity for younger musicians to perform and demonstrate just how much
progress they have made this year.

There has also been a strong sense of energy and purpose beyond the classroom. In the Junior
School, pupils embraced Walk to School Week with enthusiasm, many choosing not only to
walk but also to cycle or scoot their way into school - a wonderful reflection of both community
spirit and growing independence. Meanwhile, over 100 pupils from Year 9 and Year 10
successfully completed their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze expedition in Lenham, Kent, showing
great resilience, teamwork and good humour throughout.

Sport, meanwhile, has been relentless - in the best possible sense. On the cricket field, the 1st
Xl secured an outstanding five-wicket victory over Eltham, with skipper Alex scoring an
unbeaten 88 to seal the win; all four U12 girls’ teams also triumphed in their block fixtures. Ten
senior pupils and three juniors represented the school at the Kent Schools Ski Championships
in Chatham, where Rory (Year 7) recorded the fastest Colfe’s time. In football, the U13 girls
were crowned ISFA South East Regional Champions, while in athletics our Inter Girls team has
qualified for the English Schools Cup Regional Finals. Congratulations to all involved.

Finally, while most year groups head into a well-earned break, our Year 13 students returned
today for their official Leavers’ Day. It was exactly as it should be - a little chaotic and noisy, full
of races, ice creams, inflatables and laughter. They are a delightful year group and will be
greatly missed.

| hope all families enjoy a restful half-term break. We look forward to welcoming pupils back on
Monday 1 June.
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