
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 15/05/26 
 
Dear Parents 

At the heart of school life is our House system, which continues to provide a powerful sense of 
belonging, healthy competition, and shared purpose for pupils across all year groups. House 
competitions in particular play a vital role in fostering teamwork, resilience and community spirit, 
and it has been wonderful to see such enthusiastic participation in recent events.  

The House Jigsaw Competition was a perfect example, with pupils huddled over tables, swapping 
pieces and working collaboratively. The resurgence in popularity of this traditional pastime – for 
both young and old! – has been a welcome addition to our House calendar. Congratulations to 
overall winners, Glyn, and thank you to Mrs Englefield for hosting the event so expertly in 
the Library.  

Beardwood Charity Week, as ever, brought its trademark blend of energy, laughter and 
impressive fundraising. Soak the Teacher proved to be the standout favourite today: pupils were 
gleeful, teachers good-humouredly drenched (well done to the many staff who entered into the 
spirit so fully), and together the community raised an excellent amount for the charity Smile 
Train. With thanks to Miss Russell and Miss Manzi for organising.   

Beyond the House events, there has been much to celebrate across the school. Our Year 9 
Spanish students greatly enjoyed their visit to the BFI, returning with enthusiasm for Spanish-
language cinema and plenty of thoughtful opinions to share. Year 6 are due back from Dorset 
later today - no doubt tired, muddy and justifiably proud of themselves after a week of outdoor 
challenges that have both tested and strengthened them in their final term of primary school. 
Meanwhile, Year 5 stepped back in time for a day immersed in Ancient Greece, complete with 
myths, hoplites and lively retellings afterwards.  

In the Sixth Form, Year 12 students considering competitive university pathways spent a 
stimulating and insightful day in Oxford, asking perceptive questions that reflect how clearly they 
are beginning to envisage their next steps. Year 12 Drama students also enjoyed a trip to 
see Equus at the Menier Chocolate Factory on Thursday, further enriching their studies through 
live performance.  

This focus on the future was also evident as we welcomed Year 10 pupils and their parents to 
our Looking Forward to Sixth Form event on Wednesday evening. Families heard from the Sixth 
Form team about subject choices, including those only available post-16, alongside guidance on 
careers, degree apprenticeships, competitive courses, medicine and international university 
applications. It was a pleasure to see so many families engaged and enthusiastic, and a reminder 
of the strength and breadth of the Sixth Form offer here at Colfe’s.  
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All of this sits alongside the steady rhythm of GCSE and A Level examinations now underway. 
There is a calm, purposeful atmosphere around the school, and we have been particularly 
impressed by the composure and commitment shown by students as they navigate this important 
period.  

Looking ahead to the weekend, both the CCF Recruit Parade and the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition are taking place. It promises to be a busy and demanding couple of days for 
those involved, and we are confident they will meet the challenges with their usual determination 
and good humour.  

With good wishes to all 

Dan Gabriele 
Head 
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