
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 08/05/26 
 
Dear Parents 

After the long Bank Holiday weekend, this four-day week has seen a concentrated mix of trips, 
performances, public speaking, sporting drama and academic focus - occasionally all at once.  

Tuesday’s John Glyn Lecture welcomed globetrotting journalist, filmmaker and author Simon Parker, 
who spoke to pupils across the Senior School about his travels documenting life around the world. 
Drawing particularly on his cycling journey from Seattle to Miami, he reflected not only on the places 
he visited but on the people he met along the way. A strong theme running through the talk was the 
importance of remaining open to new experiences and listening carefully to stories and perspectives 
that are not always heard. It was thoughtful, funny and quietly challenging in equal measure.  

Both Junior and Senior pupils have enjoyed a wide range of trips in recent days. Year 5 have spent 
the week on their Outdoor Pursuits trip; Year 4, meanwhile, enjoyed a visit to Legoland to attend a 
STEM session which covered among other things the physics of rollercoasters; Year 9 drama pupils 
went to see the RSC’s acclaimed production of Studio Ghibli's My Neighbour Totoro at the Gillian 
Lynne Theatre; Year 8 linguists took part in a French Study Day at the BFI; and our Year 8 
geographers visited the Natural History Museum, adding some real-world context to their classroom 
studies.   

Year 6 have spent the week completing their English Speaking Board assessments, delivering 
memorised poetry readings, book readings and presentations on topics of their own choosing. The 
breadth of interest on display has been quite something: mythology, sport, science, theatre, animals, 
American presidents - and, in one memorable case, Hugh Grant. It has been encouraging 
to witness pupils speaking with such confidence and individuality.  

To sport. The U13 girls’ water polo team produced a tremendous performance in the ESSA 
Championship Final. Victory narrowly eluded them, but to finish as the second-ranked team in the 
country is a magnificent achievement. Also in the pool there was plenty of swimming success at the 
London Regional Championships: A gold for Euan (Year 11) in the 1500 free, while William (Year 6) 
returned home with a staggering ten medals, four of which were gold. There has also been impressive 
progress in tennis. Our U16 boys - Alex, Gruff, Matias and Nico - have reached the fifth round of the 
National Cup following an excellent win over Whitgift on Tuesday. The U15 pair, Vansh and Lucien, 
made it through to the last 16 of the Kent Schools Cup, while Harrison and Kingsley reached the 
quarter-finals of the Kent Cup for the U13 boys. We wish our girls’ teams every success in their tennis 
competitions next week. In athletics, the Year 9 girls finished excellently in second place - by just one 
agonising point - in the Cambridge Cup competition at Sutcliffe Park, while the boys placed fifth 
overall.  
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Finally, this week sees our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils begin Study Leave - always a significant 
moment. Over the coming weeks they will return for revision sessions and final preparation with staff. 
We wish them every success with the exams ahead and look forward to celebrating with them come 
Results Days in August: best of luck!  

With good wishes to all 

Dan Gabriele 
Head 
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