
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 01/05/26 
 
Dear Parents 

We began the week with a senior assembly that has lingered well beyond the Senior 
Hall. Andy Patterson, former international sportsman and teacher, spoke about resilience - not as an 
abstract virtue, but as something lived and tested. Drawing on his own journey following a diagnosis of 
spastic paraplegia, he spoke with candour about setbacks, adaptation and the discipline of keeping 
going. It was a compelling address: thoughtful, unsentimental and one that clearly struck a chord with 
pupils.   

Our Duke of Edinburgh Gold group of twenty-five Year 12 students returned on Monday evening from 
their practice expedition to the Brecon Beacons, having covered significant distances across some 
challenging terrain - alongside three nights of camping, including a wild camp near Llyn y Fan Fawr. 
They should be very proud of themselves. My thanks to colleagues who enabled and supported the 
trip.   

Tuesday brought a different kind of collective experience: the whole school photograph. It required 
patience (and a degree of stoicism as the temperature dipped), but the result was worth it - a rare 
moment when the entire senior school community is gathered in one place. From Year 7 to the Sixth 
Form, it was a striking reminder of the scale - and spirit - of the school. And of course the same goes 
for our Junior School, whose patience was saintly as they waited for their moment in front of the 
camera.   

In Drama, there is much to celebrate. Congratulations to Isabella (Year 9) and Elena (Year 10), who 
have both secured places with the National Youth Theatre this year - an outstanding achievement 
given the highly competitive national selection process. We also have a strong group of pupils placed 
on the waiting list: Greta (Year 9), James (Year 12), Harriet (Year 9), Avina (Year 9) and Cecilia (Year 
10). Reaching this stage is itself a significant recognition of talent and potential, and to have so many 
pupils progress so far speaks volumes about the strength of the cohort. With several existing NYT 
members already in the school, and further outcomes still to come, there is every reason to feel this is 
an area of real momentum. It is equally pleasing that many pupils who were not successful this time 
have already committed to trying again next year. On Wednesday evening our Year 10 Drama pupils 
performed their devised exam pieces to a gripped audience, and earlier today our Year 12 A Level 
Drama students took part in a Highly Sprung physical theatre workshop in the Beardwood Theatre. I 
understand it was a demanding and energising session, building on the creative work already 
underway.   

At the start of the week Eltham College hosted the final round of the inaugural Trinity Schools Group 
Music Competition, an event designed to foster collaboration and an element of competition between 
the Trinity Group Schools, including  Colfe's, Eltham College, St. Dunstan's College and Dulwich 
College. The standard of the finalists was extremely high, and not only did the Colfe's musicians give 
an incredible account of themselves, they walked away with several prizes, including 1st prize for the 
Junior Clarinet Trio, and two 'Highly Commended' awards in the junior category for Maya (Year 8,  
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Violin) and Matthew Z (Year 8, Piano). Congratulations to all the Colfe's finalists and winners - an 
excellent achievement in a final round notable for its exceptionally high standard.  

Lastly, very well done to Gabby (Year 13) who recently attended the week long Master Cadet Course 
at the National Cadet Training Centre in Frimley. She was one of only two hundred cadets selected 
each year for this opportunity. She duly passed the course with ease and was awarded her coveted 
Master cadet badge.   

Taken together, this week has been a reminder of what sits behind success: 
resilience, commitment and the courage to step forward.   

With good wishes to all 

Dan Gabriele 
Head 
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