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From the Head: End-of-Term Update — 27/03/26

Dear Parents

Now that the pupils have left for the spring holidays the school is strangely quiet - a fitting time to
reflect on a final week of bravura performances and activity.Music has taken centre stage.

Tuesday night saw an exceptional Spring Concert at St Margaret’s Church, which culminated in a
full-blooded performance of the first movement of Beethoven’s Fifth from the Senior Orchestra. Year
7 shone with their Instrumental Scheme Concert, giving parents a chance to hear the progress they
have made across brass, woodwind and strings. Not to be outdone, the Year 4 Bright Sparks
Orchestra followed with a performance that was just as assured and just as well-received.

Elsewhere, performance has taken different forms. Year 11 dancers gave a preview of their
Stranger Things-inspired routine - inventive, slightly eerie, and clearly headed for a larger audience
before long. Meanwhile, pupils in Reception and Key Stage 1 were treated to an entertaining after-
school magic show. My thanks to PAFA for organising what was, by all accounts, a highlight of the
week.

We were delighted to welcome back Shani Akilah, who led a creative workshop for our A Level
English Literature students. With clarity and insight she guided pupils through the mechanics of
short story creation - from the importance of a strong opening line to the craft of evoking a world in a
handful of paragraphs.

Our two Reading Quiz teams competed in the Senior National Reading Champions Quiz regional
heat, finishing joint second. A strong result - and perhaps even more encouraging is the level of
interest from Year 7, where demand for places on the team now comfortably exceeds supply.

Sport has provided a fitting end to what has been a successful term. On Tuesday evening the 1st XI
boys football team secured victory in the ISFA Shield Final, roared on by a host of travelling Colfe’s
fans. It was a pleasure to host the boys for croissants and congratulations on Thursday morning in
my office, accompanied by their maestro of a manager, a very proud Mr Barthorp.

The term may be ending, but activity continues. Over Easter, pupils will be travelling widely -
linguists to Paris, skiers to the Alps, geographers to the Azores, and classicists to Athens and
Delphi. | wish all those travelling bon voyage, all those revising for GCSE and A Levels the very
best of luck in the final stretch and everyone else a restful spring break.

We look forward to seeing everyone back at school for the start of the summer term on Monday 20
April.


https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F~%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y
https://www.colfes.com/triumphant-spring-concert-welcomes-the-easter-break/
https://www.colfes.com/colfes-celebrates-a-standout-sporting-term/

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head
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