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From the Head: Weekly Update — 24/04/26

Dear Parents

The sun has clearly got the memo: it is the start of the Summer Term, and the school is looking at
its best. After all the rain of spring it is a pleasure to see the site back in full bloom - and, most
importantly, to welcome your children back, filling it with energy again.

I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable break. It has been great to hear about the wide range of
trips that took place over the holidays: geographers in the Azores, classicists in Greece, skiers in
the Alps — both senior and junior - linguists in Paris, and our cricketers out in Guernsey. These
experiences matter. They broaden horizons, test resilience and create the kind of memories that
stick. My thanks to all of my colleagues who have been involved in making these trips happen.

For our senior pupils, this is now a key stretch of the year. Exams are hoving into view and | know
how much hard work is going on, both in school and at home. We wish all of you the very best as
you prepare. At the same time, congratulations to our Year 13 students on a really impressive set of
university and related offers - a telling reflection of sustained effort and ambition over time.

That said, the Summer Term is not just about exams. It is a term of performance, participation and
momentum - concerts, fixtures, productions, trips - and making the most of what is on offer. It is also
a term of transition: for some, the beginning of farewells; for others, the anticipation of what comes
next.

Things have already begun at pace. Yesterday, our Year 12 English students set off for Stratford-
upon-Avon, where they will see Henry V and explore Shakespeare’s dramatic context in the place
where it arguably makes the most sense. Closer to home, the Media End of Year Show last night
played to a delighted audience of parents and Year13 students, highlighting just how far their work
has developed over the course. Best of luck to the Y12 Duke of Edinburgh Gold students on their
practice expedition this weekend too — a big undertaking. Best of luck also to colleagues and
parents running the marathon on Sunday and to the junior pupils running the mini-marathon on
Saturday.

On the sports field, congratulations to our 1st XI boys cricket side: on a windswept Wednesday
afternoon they beat Chis and Sid by nine wickets in the 20:20 Cup. They face Wilson’s this
afternoon, and we wish them well.

There is a great deal to look forward to over the coming weeks. | look forward to seeing you
courtside or by the boundaries as the term unfolds.

With good wishes to all
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Dan Gabriele
Head
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