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From the Headmaster: Weekly Update — 27/02/26

Dear Parents

The first day of the new half term began in fine style with the final of our inaugural House Oracy
Competition. Five finalists took to the stage after weeks of preparation and preliminary rounds, each
delivering a three-minute speech with confidence and composure. The range of topics — from
aspects of school life to wider social questions — reflected both intellectual curiosity and a
willingness to engage thoughtfully with the world beyond the classroom. Congratulations to all
involved, and particularly to Justin (Year 9), who secured the title for Norton with a measured,
compelling address on freedom of speech and online safety. It has been heartening to witness such
enthusiasm for public speaking and such appetite for reasoned debate.

Collaboration beyond our own community was also a feature of the week. We were delighted to
welcome 35 pupils from Eltham Hill and Harris Academy Greenwich, who joined our musicians from
Years 7-9 for a jazz improvisation workshop led by the Blues and Roots Ensemble. Improvisation
demands both confidence and attentive listening, and pupils rose to the challenge impressively. The
evening concert that followed showcased a number of assured solo and group performances from
Colfe’s pupils alongside our partner schools. The energy and commitment of all involved made for a
genuinely special occasion.

The second of this term’s John Glyn Lectures saw us welcome adventurer, storyteller and filmmaker
Matt Dickinson, who shared vivid accounts from some of the wildest and most extreme environments
on earth. His reflections on resilience, preparation and perseverance offered much for our pupils to
consider. We also hosted fashion illustrator artist Elyse Blackshaw, who led a selection of Year 10 Art
and Textiles students in a Fashion lllustration workshop: from initial sketches to detailed large-scale
artwork, pupils explored ideas boldly and imaginatively, producing work of striking individuality and
great flair. My congratulations also go to Year 11, who have approached a demanding week of mock
GCSE examinations with calm determination. | hope the weekend provides an opportunity for a well-
earned rest.

In the Junior School, pupils have continued to throw themselves into learning and co-curricular life
with characteristic energy, including a delightful Year 1 trip to the Little Angels Theatre to see The
Everywhere Bear. Meanwhile it has been a pleasure to welcome prospective families for recent 11+
coffee mornings — occasions that offer a valuable glimpse of the warmth and ambition that define
the school.

Finally, bon voyage to Year 8 as they depart on Sunday for their Outdoor Pursuits adventure in the
Peak District. | look forward to hearing of their exploits on their return.

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Headmaster
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