
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 20/03/26 
 
 

Dear Parents 

Strike a pose: the week began with a buzz still in the air from last Friday’s Junk 
Kouture Fashion Show, produced by Year 9 Textiles students, which saw the Beardwood 
Theatre transformed into a catwalk. A packed house witnessed some stunning designs, made 
entirely from recycled materials.  The event marked the launch of our first House Fashion 
Competition, won by Norton with a striking jellyfish-inspired piece. Students have now entered 
their creations into the international Junk Kouture competition – watch this space.  

Well done to Ivan, Michaela, Garen, Jake, Sean and Nkemka in Year 12, whose satellite-
building project for the CanSat competition culminated last week with the chance to launch 
their satellite at the UK Aerospace Hub in Westcott Venture Park. The team impressed judges 
with their innovative design, capable of taking live measurements of temperature and 
pressure during flight, as well as being fitted with a GPS tracker so it could be located after 
landing. The six students were awarded the Industrial Cadets Silver Award - a fantastic 
achievement. 

Congratulations to Dexter, Luca and William (Year 11), who took part in the London Youth 
Model UN Assembly at LSE. Assigned roles as countries on their respective committees, the 
boys researched, prepared and developed their positions and arguments over an intense 
three days. They more than held their own in an assembly of nearly 800 fellow delegates – 
well done to all, and in particular to William for receiving the Most Improved Delegate award.  

A joyful Nursery and Reception Spring Performance brought a welcome splash of colour and 
musical zest to the Senior Hall on Thursday morning. It has been a busy week in the senior 
Music department too, with a Platform Concert featuring performances from Purcell to Billie 
Eilish. We also welcomed electric bass guitar player Tyrique Gabbidon to school for a 
masterclass, inspiring pupils with his playing and insights from the music industry. 

To sport. The U18 girls water polo team won the ESSA National Plate final, picking up the 
trophy for the third year running after a close match against Trinity, while the U15 girls took 
the bronze medal in the U15 plate competition, a great achievement for this young 
squad. The U12 boys’ hockey side won the Tier 3 London County Tournament, and once 
again we performed strongly at the British Interschools Cycling Championships, with the U18 
girls and boys teams both placing 3rd to secure the bronze medal. There has been individual 
excellence too: at the Public Schools National Fencing Competition, Thea (Year 11) won the 
Silver medal, representing Colfe's at the Junior Epee Category, another splendid achievement 
to add to her record, while Charlotte (Year 9) continues her ascent in cross country, winning 
her first international vest: she has been selected to represent English Schools at the 
International Athletics Board Competition this weekend. Good luck! 
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We celebrate National Neurodiversity Week across the whole school this week, with 
assemblies and activities for our junior pupils, while seniors are undertaking a ‘Connections’ 
fortnight, looking at identity and diversity throughout the PSHE programme. It is encouraging 
to witness the way your children engage so readily in these important features of our cultural 
calendar, offering hope of a brighter future - a world where our diversity is celebrated and 
enriches us, rather than dividing us.   

With good wishes to all. 

Dan Gabriele 
Head 
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