
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 13/03/26 
 

Dear Parents 

It has been one of those weeks in which the range of stuff going on beyond the classroom 

underlines what makes Colfe’s special. The co-curriculum is sometimes called the beating 

heart of a school – and ours is in rude health.  

Very well done to our Year 13 Drama students, who performed their A-level Scripted pieces to 

the visiting examiner and a rapt audience on Wednesday night. This was also the final school 

performance from a particularly talented cohort that includes members of both the National 

Youth Theatre and the National Youth Music Theatre. Congratulations to all involved and best 

of luck in securing some excellent marks.  

The Music Department’s Open Mic Night took place on Wednesday evening too. From 

Hamilton to the Grateful Dead, with Keane, John Coltrane and Coldplay also in the mix, the 

evening captured something important about music at Colfe’s - the range of our pupils’ tastes 

and their performance gusto. It is especially pleasing to note that children from Year 7 through 

to Year 13 took to the stage.   

To sport. The U18 netball team edged a thrilling 4–3 win over Eltham College, sealing the 

match in the closing moments. Our Year 7 boys cross country team won the Interborough 

Championships, with Max taking Gold and Will Bronze; this squad has had an extraordinary 

season, adding Borough Champions, London Schools Champions, Interborough Champions 

and National Schools Finalists to their record. In water polo, the U13 girls have reached the 

English Schools National Championship Final after victories over Alleyn’s, Croydon High and 

Eltham College, while the U13 mixed team has reached the National Plate 

Final.  Congratulations also to Andrea (Year 12), who won Gold and Bronze medals in artistic 

swimming at the International Competition in Poland last weekend. Bravo! 

And all of this, too: Year 9 Computer Scientists visited Bletchley Park, learning more about 

wartime codebreaking and early computing; Year 12 Chemists attended the Chemistry in 

Action conference at the Emmanuel Centre; and a team of Year 12 debaters travelled to St 

Paul’s School for the European Youth Parliament, where they delivered speeches and tackled 

questions on a wide array of topics, from tourism to AI in education. We continue our fruitful 

collaboration with the British Library: some of our Year 10 pupils worked alongside pupils from 

our partner schools for a day of humanities research and workshops.  

The Junior School has had a full week as well, including a Mother’s Day Tea for Nursery 

parents, Year 5’s splendid Musical Performance and the Year 6 visit to Down House, Charles 

Darwin’s home. 
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Finally, I had the pleasure of judging both the Year 7 Myth Competition and the Great Potato 

Challenge this week. I did not realise potatoes could be painted, carved and embellished with 

such creative intensity to represent literary characters, from childhood classics to Gothic 

horror - but the results were quite something. Picture below. 

With good wishes to all 

Dan Gabriele 

Head 

 

 

 


