
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 06/03/26 
 
Dear Parents 

We were delighted to welcome children from our partner schools Bonus Pastor and St Paul’s 
Academy earlier in the week, who joined some of our Year 7 pupils for a Computer Science 
afternoon. Working in pairs under the guidance of our crack Year 9 coders, they tackled the 
challenge of programming the Tricky robot, using sensors and movement motors to solve a 
series of coding tasks. The atmosphere was energetic and collaborative, and it was great to 
see pupils from different schools working together with such focus and good humour. 
Partnerships of this kind bring real value, allowing pupils to share ideas, learn from one 
another and build connections across our local community. 

In History, Year 9 and Year 10 students deepened their understanding of the Second World 
War through a talk and workshop delivered by the Sir Martin Gilbert Learning Centre. Pupils 
explored the story of the UK’s Kitchener Camp for Jewish refugees, examining primary 
sources to trace the experiences of a family fleeing persecution. The session provided a 
powerful insight into Britain’s response to refugees at that time and helped pupils connect with 
the human stories behind the history they study.  

Congratulations go to our A-level Business students who competed in the annual Livery 
Entrepreneurs’ Challenge, representing the Leathersellers.  In a demanding real-world 
business simulation involving over 50 students, pupils stepped into the roles of senior leaders 
and made strategic decisions under pressure. Well done to all four participants, and particular 
congratulations to Alex and Ted, who took the overall trophy. 

Sport has also provided plenty to celebrate. The 1st XI boys football team has reached the 
ISFA Shield National Final following a superb 2–1 win over Bancroft School, with Preston 
(Year 12) scoring a dramatic extra-time winner. The team will now play the final at Burnham 
FC on 24 March. Both the U18 and U15 girls water polo teams have qualified for the ESSA 
National Water Polo Plate Finals at Marlborough College. Congratulations also to Issy (Year 
11), Rose (Year 9) and Louisa (Year 8), who helped their club Beckenham reach the U17 
National Age Group Final Four last weekend. 

The Junior School has enjoyed a busy and joyful World Book Day week. We were privileged 
to welcome authors Chitra Soundar, Ross Welford and Peter Bently - excitement had been 
building as children explored their books in class beforehand. Parents may also have spotted 
Year 3 book cover illustrations displayed in the window of Winkworth Estate Agents in 
Blackheath as part of a competition. I am delighted that Andrea was named the winner, 
securing both a prize voucher and a generous donation for the school to purchase more 
books. My thanks go to Winkworth for their support. Meanwhile, Year 1 charmed audiences 
with their Easter performance of Little Red Riding Hood. 
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Pupils in Year 7 enjoyed letting off steam at their Year 7 Disco yesterday evening, while 
children in Years 3 to 6 are preparing for their own KS2 Disco this evening. My thanks for 
organising these lively events go to our Sixth Form team led by Mrs Santry for the former, and 
to PAFA for the latter. Year 8 return today from their Outdoor Pursuits trip to the Peak District, 
and we’ll enjoy hearing about all of their adventures and shared memories. Good luck, 
parents, with all that washing.  

As the term continues to unfold and some sunnier weather finally hoves into view, it is 
encouraging to see the school in such a strong position. Interest remains high, 11+ 
acceptances are in line with previous years, and we look forward to welcoming many new 
families - across all entry points - at events in the summer term. 

With good wishes to all 

Dan Gabriele 
Head 
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