COLFE’S

From the Head: Weekly Update — 30/01/26

Dear Parents

Following last week'’s focus on pupil voice and the critical role it plays, this week saw the
launch of the Senior School House Oracy competition, which provides pupils with the
opportunity to articulate their ideas with confidence and argue persuasively — skills that
sit at the heart of both academic success and active citizenship. Early rounds have
already demonstrated a high level of preparation and commitment.

Members of the Lego Robotics Club (Years 7-9) have also been sharpening their
communication skills as part of their final preparations for the FIRST Lego League
competition at the University of Greenwich. Pupils practised presenting their ideas in front
of a panel of judges (amongst whom | was fortunate to number), explaining their research
into an invention for a remote-controlled deep-earth archaeological probe. We learnt that
its application might even extend to other planets. The plasticity of their thinking and the
way they worked collaboratively to shape their ideas were particularly impressive. We
wish them luck next weekend when they compete for real.

On the subject of academic competition, some of our pupils in Years 7—10 took part in the
Geographical Association WorldWISE quiz, pitting their wits against schools from across
the UK and overseas. Although the teams narrowly missed out on top-ranked places in a
fiercely contested field, their enthusiasm, teamwork and engagement with complex
geographical issues was commended.

Creative and artistic activity continues across the whole age range. On Wednesday
evening the Music Scholars Recital saw some simply outstanding performances:
congratulations to all involved. Sixth Form Drama students took part in a powerful
workshop led by Kat Mary Productions, exploring the theatrical styles of Brecht, Berkoff
and Artaud, before actively participating in the company’s performance of Woyzeck,
reimagined through the lens of the First World War. Meanwhile, Year 1 pupils enjoyed a
fairy-tale theatre workshop, bringing The Three Little Pigs to life with energy and
imagination.

In the Junior School, today’s Heritage Day was celebrated with children wearing a
wonderful range of outfits, reflecting the diversity of cultures and backgrounds within our
community. Assemblies and classroom activities encouraged pupils to discuss what their
clothing represented, prompting thoughtful conversations about identity and belonging.
Junior School also marked the start of the Year of Reading with a New Year, New Reads
book swap — a simple but effective way to encourage pupils not only to discover new
books but also to share ideas and recommendations with one another.


https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F%7E%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y

To sport: it has been an excellent week for boys’ football, with three senior teams playing
cup games on the same day and coming away with three wins. The 1st Xl won a very
competitive game 5-2 against Ibstock Place in the Quarter Final of the ISFA Shield
competition. The 2nd Xl and 3rd Xl both played RGS Guildford in the Trinity Cup and won
on penalties and 1-0 respectively. A busy weekend awaits, particularly for girls’ netball
against Eltham, while in football our boys take on Worth and Charterhouse. | look forward
to seeing many of you on the touchlines tomorrow. Best of luck, teams!

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head
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