
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 13/02/26 
 
Dear Parents 

Well, it’s been quite a week. 

Our annual House Music Competition was terrific and, as ever, keenly contested. Congratulations to 
Beardwood, who took this year’s honours. Solo highlights included Benjamin’s assured organ 
performance of Bach’s Fugue in D minor and Naima’s fantastic take on Summertime, alongside 
spirited ensemble renditions of hits by the likes of Oasis, Elton John and Journey. The staff band then 
blew us away with a remarkably tight (and unapologetically loud) performance of Livin’ on a Prayer. 
Congratulations to all involved. 

There has been plenty of activity centred on the spoken word too. House Oracy continued to gather 
momentum over the last fortnight, while Year 12 students Nate and Mariana entered the fray at St 
Paul’s Girls’ School’s French Debating Competition. A larger team entered the Oxford Schools 
Debating Competition at City of London School for Girls, facing exceptionally strong opposition. Izzie, 
Sebastian and Alex took part for the first time, joining seasoned debaters Natalie, Michaela, Michael 
and School Captain Kirabo. The standard was high, the motions demanding, and the competition 
intense - but our pupils represented the school with customary confidence and composure. 

Meanwhile, in Drama, students got stuck into a National Youth Theatre workshop and auditions, 
immersing themselves in professional rehearsal processes. And I am delighted that all four pupils who 
attended recent National Youth Music Theatre auditions have been accepted onto skills or casting 
courses. Congratulations to all. Preparations continue apace for our promenade production of Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory, with auditions well underway. 

In the Creative Art and Design faculty, Year 10 3D Design students participated in a RIBA workshop, 
working with a practicing architect and RIBA’s outreach team to design a pavilion for the school 
grounds. Pupils gave careful thought to function, location and aesthetic impact, producing imaginative 
and structurally coherent models that responded thoughtfully to their environment. 

Sport has been particularly busy. The boys’ 2nd and 3rd XI football teams were in cup action, while 
the girls faced Bromley High in competitive fixtures. The U13 girls progressed to the quarter-finals of 
the Kent Schools Netball Tournament, and the U15 girls began their Kent Indoor County Cricket 
campaign in Canterbury. Following the success of our competitors at the recent Borough Cross 
Country championships, Ben, Gustav, Max and Will (Y7) and Andrea, Olivia and Louis (Y8) have been 
selected to represent Greenwich for the imminent London Schools Championships, while Charlotte 
(Y9) and Olly (Y12) will represent London at the forthcoming English Schools Championships - quite 
an achievement. 
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To innovation. We were delighted to be awarded the Gold AI Quality Mark by the Good Future 
Foundation, becoming one of only nine schools nationally to receive this recognition. The award 
acknowledges our approach to responsible integration of artificial intelligence in school. To cap it off, 
our Lego Robotics team won the Innovation Project Award at the FIRST LEGO League Challenge – 
an outstanding achievement. 

The Junior School has been a hive of activity too, marking Children’s Mental Health Week with 
assemblies and activities centred on kindness, inclusion and connection. The children were 
encouraged to share something positive, invite someone new to play and engage across year groups 
— small but meaningful actions that cultivate empathy, confidence and a strong sense of belonging. 

Finally, on a personal note, I have enjoyed teaching Year 7 pupils about Oedipus and Aristotle over 
the last fortnight: their thoughtful and imaginative explorations of what makes a tragic hero have been 
a pleasure to see. It has also been a privilege to eat cake with our all-conquering senior Water Polo 
boys' team and host the prefects for breakfast, learning more about what they value about our school: 
friendships, their teachers and fond memories of trips down the years all featured strongly. I think they 
are already becoming a little nostalgic as the next phase of their lives looms into view. 

With good wishes to all for a relaxing half term. 

Dan Gabriele 
Head 
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