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From the Head: Weekly Update — 06/02/26

Dear Parents

This week has seen a typically varied programme of academic enrichment, artistic performance and
sporting success, with pupils and colleagues pulling out the stops as we head towards half term.

We were delighted to host Steve Eadon, founder and CEO of Mingabala, who spoke to Year 9 pupils
about the relationship between sport and language. Drawing on his experience in the global football
industry, he demonstrated how language learning can open a wide range of career pathways and
support the development of confidence, adaptability and resilience. My thanks go to Ms Davies and
the Parents’ and Friends’ Association for organising and supporting this excellent event.

The Music Department hosted a piano masterclass with the internationally acclaimed pianist and
composer Leslie Howard. Several senior musicians had the opportunity to perform and receive
detailed, individual feedback on their technique and interpretation. The audience also had the privilege
to hear Mr Howard perform Beethoven’s Sonata in E-flat Major and Liszt's Hungarian Rhapsody.
Inspiring stuff.

Year 12 Psychology students visited the Bethlem Museum of the Mind for an Inside Psychology study
day. The visit provided insights into key aspects of the A-level course and was particularly relevant to
the clinical psychology element of the curriculum, helping students connect theory with practice.

In Drama, Year 11 students completed their GCSE Technical mock and Scripted Performance
examinations this week, acting in front of a visiting examiner and a packed house of parents, peers
and teachers. Pupils approached the assessments with zest, focus and professionalism — there were
some striking performances and a wonderfully supportive atmosphere pervaded the theatre. Well
done to all involved and fingers crossed for some strong marks from the examiner.

There has also been much to celebrate in sport. The U18 boys waterpolo team won the London
League B Final following stirring victories over Harrow (7-3), Eton (2—1) and Bishop’s Stortford (3-2) -
a really significant achievement for the team. There have also been outstanding performances in
Cross Country: Charlotte is now the U15 London Schools Champion, while her brother Max placed
second in the Junior Boys race. Congratulations to all.

After several days of ghastly weather, today’s non-uniform day brought some welcome colour to
precincts of the school. Senior pupils raised funds for the Gambia Project, while the Junior School’s
NSPCC Rockstar Number Day saw a flamboyant range of rock star costumes adorning the children
and, of course, their teachers.

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head
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