COLFE’S

From the Head: Weekly Update — 23/01/26

Dear Parents

The extent to which pupils’ views are sought, heard and acted upon is a key part of school culture.
When your children are given meaningful opportunities to contribute ideas, raise questions and help
shape decisions, they improve the experience for everyone — as well as sharpening their own
capacity to make their case persuasively and with confidence. This is also a central theme of our
whole school oracy focus, from Nursery to Sixth Form.

The Senior School Council met this morning and | had the privilege of sitting in on the discussion.
The session evinced the pupils’ genuine commitment to representing their peers across a diverse
range of issues that matter to them, from street-food options at lunchtime to the homework timetable.
The council plays an important role in ensuring that pupils’ perspectives inform our day-to-day
practice, and it was wonderful to see how effectively they operate as a group.

For our Year 12 students, Tuesday’s Competitive Courses Evening proved both informative and
inspiring. The event offered practical guidance and insight for those considering applications to
Oxford, Cambridge and Imperial, as well as for courses such as Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary
Science, helping pupils to understand the processes and requirements involved and how best to
prepare for them. The evening prompted thoughtful questions and will, | hope, ignite their ambitions
as they begin to plan their next steps in earnest.

There has also been plenty to celebrate in sport. The U15 Girls represented Colfe’s at the Chance to

Compete County Cricket Championship held at Ursuline College. A large number of pupils competed
in the Kent County Cross Country Championships, where Charlotte (Year 9) delivered an outstanding
performance, winning the U15 Girls’ race after leading from start to finish. In football, congratulations

go to Ava (Year 8), who has earned a place on the Millwall Lionesses pathway programme.

In Drama, Year 10 pupils enjoyed a performance of Sondheim’s Into the Woods at the Bridge
Theatre earlier in the week. This was followed by a practical workshop today for the same year group
led by the Highly Sprung Theatre company, focusing on physical theatre. Together, these
experiences offered pupils the chance to see high-quality professional work and to experiment with
performance techniques in an active and collaborative way.

Our youngest pupils have also been learning beyond the classroom. Nursery children enjoyed a visit
to the immersive Discover Story Centre, while Year 2 pupils explored exhibits of decorative and fine
art at the Wallace Collection. To round off the week, a choir of children from Years 4 to 6 is singing at
the 02 tonight as part of the Young Voices celebration. Such trips and experiences reveal how lucky
we are to be on the doorstep of central London, with all the cultural opportunities it offers.

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head
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