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From the Head: Weekly Update — 16/1/26

Dear Parents

This week has seen an admirable mix of creativity, scholarship and co-curricular success, with
pupils showing initiative, intellectual ambition and a willingness to step beyond their comfort zones.

One of the highlights of the week was Comedy Night, an event devised and organised by three
Year 11 pupils as part of their work with the EDI Committee. Several brave members of staff
stepped into the spotlight to perform stand-up routines, much to the delight of the audience. The
event raised funds for hurricane relief charities in Jamaica following Hurricane Melissa. It was
impressive to see pupils take such ownership of an event that combined creativity, courage and
social responsibility, and compere the event with such aplomb. Well done to all involved.

A clutch of excellent Year 13 results in the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) landed this week.
All those who completed the qualification were awarded A* or A grades, a particularly notable
achievement given that they are very much pupil-driven and supervised, rather than taught. The
range of topics explored was both ambitious and varied, including the legal process, the
development of language, dental health, the Gothic novel, genome editing, and the relevance of
extremophiles to the search for extraterrestrial life. These outcomes speak to the depth of
independent thinking and disciplined research that our students are capable of.

Beyond the classroom, Year 10 Spanish pupils visited the Picasso exhibition at Tate Modern,
engaging with themes that complement their cultural and linguistic studies. Year 9 French pupils
spent a study day at the BFI, exploring language through film and gaining valuable insight into
French cinema and storytelling.

Congratulations go to the U14A Boys’ Water Polo team, who secured a well-deserved victory
against strong local rivals Trinity. The match was competitive and demanding, and the team’s
performance reflected both determination and teamwork. Well done to all involved. Meanwhile,
pupils from Nursery to Year 2 began their swimming lessons this week, marking the start of our
very youngest pupils' own aquatic journey, always an exciting moment.

Taken together, these events reflect a week in which pupils have challenged themselves
academically, creatively and socially. | am grateful to the staff who support and enable these
opportunities, and to the pupils who approach them with such energy and commitment.

With best wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head
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