
 

From the Head: Weekly Update – 9/1/26 
 
Dear Parents 

It has been a pleasure to welcome pupils back this week. Despite the chilly weather school 
has quickly regained its warmth and zip - and it has been good to see your children settling 
back into routine, enjoying their lessons and one another’s company.  

The day before term resumed we held our 11+ Entrance Day, which saw over 450 girls 
and boys join us for a programme of assessments and teamwork activities. I am grateful 
not just to my colleagues for making the experience such a smooth, positive one for the 
children but also to the team of Year 12 students who came back to school a day early to 
help host the day. Thanks indeed. 

Well done also to our Year 13 students, who have been sitting their A-level mock 
examinations this week. These conclude on Monday and provide an important opportunity 
for them to gain a clearer understanding of what is going well and where further focus will 
pay dividends in the months ahead. Momentum is building as they work towards achieving 
a successful clutch of university offers at some highly competitive destinations.  

Activity beyond the classroom is already underway. On Thursday, our first theatre trip of 
the term saw Year 7 pupils enjoy Hercules the Musical at the Theatre Royal. Looking 
ahead to next week, some Year 12 students will attend a Computer Science Careers Day 
at Ravensbourne, offering valuable insight into future pathways. 

The sporting calendar also begins this weekend with pre-season training in netball and 
football, and we wish all involved the very best with the forthcoming fixtures. 

Lastly, special congratulations to Ryan (Year 11), who competed over the holidays in the 
BFTTA Open High Jump at Lee Valley. Ryan finished first on the day, achieving a new 
personal best. He is now ranked number one in the UK for Under-17 men - an outstanding 
achievement.  

With good wishes to all, and Happy New Year. 

 

Dan Gabriele 
Head 
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