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From the Head: Weekly Update — 12/12/25

Dear Parents

As we reach the end of term and look ahead to the festive break, the closing days of
school have been a rich mixture of academic exploration, creative celebration and sporting
endeavour.

Our Year 13 A Level Business students enjoyed an excellent visit to the BMW MINI Plant
in Oxford, where they took part in personalised tours of the body shop and final assembly
line: students saw advanced robotics in action and explored key business concepts within
a real-world manufacturing environment. The visit provided a valuable insight into
operations, efficiency and quality control, directly supporting their studies.

Creative celebrations continued with the Senior School’s winter production, The Great
British Bake Off Musical, a genuinely joyous ensemble performance - funny, spirited and
moving by turns. The production highlighted not only strong individual contributions but
also the teamwork that underpins a successful show. Special congratulations go to our
Year 13 performers, for whom this was their final Winter Production - a fitting and
memorable farewell to this stage of their school careers. My thanks to Ms Maher, Director
of Drama and all my colleagues who were involved.

In the Junior School, winners of the House Photography Competition were

announced today, with the Christmas theme inspiring a wide range of thoughtful and
playful entries. Pupils in Years 3 and 5 also took part in Virtual Reality workshops
delivered by Prime VR, exploring topics including Ancient Egypt and the Maya through
immersive experiences. Meanwhile, our youngest pupils delighted audiences in the EYFS
nativity, Humph the Camel, marking an important festive moment in the Junior School
calendar.

On the sporting front, pupils from Years 6 to 13 competed in the whole-school Cross
Country Championships at Oxleas Woods today. A special mention must go to our Junior
Boys’ English Schools XC Cup team, drawn from a combined Years 7 and 8 squad, who
reached the National Finals of the competition for the first time in the school’s history. With
five of the six runners from the younger year group, the team finished 20th out of 28
schools at the finals held at Princethorpe College - a tremendous achievement.
Congratulations too to the1st Xl hockey team, who savoured victory over St Dunstan’s last
Friday evening.


https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F%7E%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fa-recipe-for-success-with-winter-production-of-the-great-british-bake-off-musical%2F&e=64cbc050&h=fda489a2&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fa-recipe-for-success-with-winter-production-of-the-great-british-bake-off-musical%2F&e=64cbc050&h=fda489a2&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fa-recipe-for-success-with-winter-production-of-the-great-british-bake-off-musical%2F&e=64cbc050&h=fda489a2&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fa-recipe-for-success-with-winter-production-of-the-great-british-bake-off-musical%2F&e=64cbc050&h=fda489a2&f=y&p=y
https://www.colfes.com/christmas-sparkles-with-festive-productions/
https://www.colfes.com/christmas-sparkles-with-festive-productions/

We were also delighted to welcome a group of budding teachers for the Inspired to Teach
Taster Day today, an immersive introduction to life in the classroom and the wider work of
teaching. The day included lesson observations, Q&A sessions and presentations from
department heads, pastoral leaders and current trainees. Organised by Lizzie Biggs in her
role as Induction Lead for Teacher Development, this is the third year the event has run,
and growing interest continues to reflect its success.

As the holidays draw near, there is still plenty to look forward to next week with the Carol
Service at St Margaret’s Church on Monday, Christmas lunch on Tuesday, and the final
day of term on Wednesday, when school will finish at 12 noon. | would like to thank the
children, staff and families for their contribution to such a full and rewarding term. | wish
everyone a peaceful festive break and look forward to welcoming pupils back to school on
Wednesday 7 January.

With best wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head
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