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From the Head: Weekly Update — 05/12/25

Dear Parents

As the festive season approaches there has been a lively sense of creativity and
community across the school.

On Monday, we held the first of two Colfeian Community Award assemblies, the
culmination of an initiative involving the school council, student leaders, senior
prefects and the pastoral leadership team. The awards are distinctive in that pupils
nominate one another across three categories — Being Brave, Being Authentic, and
Being a Trailblazer. Nominations recognised pupils who have spoken up against
injustice, acted as upstanders, lived by their values or created opportunities for
others. The assembly was a thoughtful and affirming occasion, celebrating pupils
who quietly make a positive impact on those around them.

Our younger literary enthusiasts enjoyed notable success at the South London
CWIZZ Book Quiz, where Year 7 and 8 pupils competed against teams from a wide
range of independent and maintained schools. One Colfe’s team emerged as overall
winners, with the other finishing as joint runners-up — an excellent outcome
reflecting preparation, collaboration and a shared love of reading.

Year 8 linguists travelled to the Christmas markets of Arras and Aachen, combining
seasonal cultural experience with visits to Aachen Cathedral. Festive creativity has
been taking place in the Junior School, where the Christmas tree now displays an
impressive collection of eco-friendly decorations. These were designed by pupils
from Nursery to Year 6 as part of an Eco Committee competition, and the finished
display has become a cheerful centrepiece of the season.

The week ended on a musical high with Thursday’s Winter Concert, which welcomed
visiting musicians and choir from Stadtisches Gymnasium Rheinbach, a school in
Cologne, for a day of workshops and collaboration ahead of the evening
performance. Together, pupils delivered a vibrant programme from Mozart to
Mamma Mia, with the joint orchestral performance of selections from Grieg’s Peer
Gynt providing a memorable highlight.

In the Junior School, the Year 3 and 4 production Foxy Stallone took place last night,
delighting families with confident storytelling and spirited performances.
Congratulations to all involved. Meanwhile, preparations continue apace for the
senior winter production of The Great British Bake Off Musical, with rehearsals now
entering their final stages.
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We wish our Oxford and Cambridge applicants every success as they prepare for
interviews over the coming period. We look ahead as well to tomorrow’s sports
fixtures and the PAFA Christmas Fair: may | extend my thanks to all the PAFA
volunteers for making this annual event such a highlight of the winter calendar.

Finally, I'd like to draw your attention to this year’'s Sunday Times Parent Power
League Tables — released online today and available in print this weekend. Colfe’s
has achieved its highest-ever position of 47th in the overall independent school
ranking (the first time the school has entered the top 50) and, for A-level alone, we
are ranked 14th. This achievement reflects the sustained progress of our school over
recent years. Congratulations to everyone across the school community on this
remarkable success — and do be sure to buy your copy on Sunday!

With best wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head
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