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From the Head: Weekly Update — 21/11/25

Dear Parents

This week has brought moments of creativity, collaboration and intellectual curiosity,
reflecting the values that shape our community.

The Autumn Concert at St Alfege Church was a particular pleasure. The baroque
elegance of Hawksmoor’s architecture provided the perfect setting for the musicians
and choirs of both our Junior and Senior Schools, who were joined by the choir of
Prendergast Vale School. The evening gathered to a climax with Vivaldi’s Gloria,
which will live long in the memory of its rapt audience.

We were also pleased to welcome around twenty Year 10 pupils from our partner
schools, Addey & Stanhope and St Paul’s Academy, for a Science Afternoon.
Working alongside some of our own aspiring scientists, they explored practical
challenges in Chemistry, Biology and Physics, gaining an early insight into A Level
concepts through hands-on investigation. The event followed last week’s John Glyn
Lecture on the science of making medicine and how to spot fake products, delivered
by Dr Bahijja Raimi-Abraham of King’s College London. Our Year 12 biologists
capped things off by attending the Science Live event at the Emmanuel Centre.

In Drama, GCSE pupils presented their Devised Performance Mocks with gusto,
showing great promise when it comes to collaborative work. Rehearsals continue for
the Senior School’s winter production, The Great British Bake Off Musical, while in the
Junior School preparations are well underway for the EYFS Nativity, KS1 and Year 3
and 4 Christmas productions. Best of luck to all involved.

This week also marked an important moment in the life of the school as we welcomed
back former Headmaster Richard Russell to open officially the Russell Building,
named in recognition of his two decades of service. The ribbon-cutting ceremony,
attended by governors, staff and guests, acknowledged the building as a thoughtful
and forward-looking addition to the school estate. Home to Learning Support,
Geography, Computer Science and Glyn House, it brings together sustainable design,
light and airy modern classrooms, improved accessibility and some striking external
perspectives. It is already in active use and represents a significant enhancement to
the daily experience of pupils and staff.

Finally, it was a pleasure for me to meet parents of some of our Junior and Senior
pupils this week at various coffee mornings; | look forward to more such occasions in
due course.
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Across music, science, drama and the continued development of our facilities, the
week has been characterised by creativity and strong community engagement,

particularly from your children. As ever I'm grateful to all the parents and colleagues
that enable these opportunities.

| hope to see many of you on the chilly touchlines tomorrow. Be sure to wrap up.
With best wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Head



