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From the Headmaster: Weekly Update — 07/11/25

Dear Parents

This week has been one that captures the sheer range of activity your
children undertake beyond the classroom.

The Year 7 Balloon Debate finals were a joy to listen to: a host of famous figures were
brought vividly to life, from Srinivasa Ramanujan to Winston Churchill, each

presented with imagination and conviction. What stood out most, though, was the
atmosphere — warm, supportive and full of genuine encouragement between
competitors.

In the Sixth Form, our scientists and mathematicians attended the Maths in Action and
Chemistry in Action conferences. The sessions challenged them to think more deeply
about how the principles they study connect with the world. These opportunities not
only stretch understanding but also remind students that their subjects are alive with
possibility.

Our Year 11 musicians impressed in their GCSE solo performance recital, offering a
rich and varied programme that ranged from classical piano to rock drumming. The
standard was exceptional, but what was even more striking was the courage it takes
to perform alone, in front of peers and teachers — an act that builds confidence and
resilience in equal measure.

We have enjoyed several notable successes in sport this week, with both individual
and team achievements. Issy (Y11) has been selected for the U18 GBR water polo
squad, while Andrea (Y12) has been busy training and competing for GBR in
synchronised swimming - and she has enjoyed teaching some of our pupils some new
moves. Alex (Y11) continues his outstanding progress in tennis, winning both singles
and doubles titles at the Liverpool Junior International competition, taking him up over
400 places in the U18 world rankings to around 640th. In football, the 1st XI won their
ISFA cup fixture against Westminster in a brilliant 3-2 victory in extra time, including a
superb last-minute goal from Man of the Match George (Y11). A fantastic run in the
Lancing College six a-side tournament saw the U13s win the Plate competition.
Congratulations to all.


https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F%7E%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fyear-7-takes-off-into-senior-school-life%2F&e=64cbc050&h=bb187b09&f=y&p=y

Finally, | would like to commend our Captains of School, Amelie and Kirabo. They
have put in quite a shift of late. Last Friday, they visited the Junior School and spoke
brilliantly at the KS2 Awards Assembly; on Saturday, they led the pupil panel at Open
Morning, impressing visitors with their openness and compassion; and, on Sunday,
they represented Senior School pupils at the Remembrance Service at Horn Park,
laying wreaths alongside the Junior School captains. They are wonderful
ambassadors for the school.

Your children may have shared with you our whole school drive to wear school
uniform with pride and smartness — in particular tucking shirts in and getting skirt
length right. They are rising to the challenge well for the most part. Thank you for your
support at home.

With best wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Headmaster
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