
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 07/11/25 
 
Dear Parents 

As the days shorten and we approach the Remembrance Sunday, there is a natural pause in the 
rhythm of school life — a moment to reflect on what it means to remember, to learn, and to look 
outward. This week’s activities, rich and varied, remind us that education is not only about what 
happens in classrooms, but about curiosity, empathy, and engagement with the wider world.  
 
On Wednesday’s Drop Everything and Read Day, the school stopped for a few precious minutes to 
immerse itself in books. There was something powerful about that collective stillness - hundreds of 
young people absorbed in stories, ideas and language. In a world of constant motion, reading reminds 
us to slow down and pay quiet attention; it is one of the foundations of independent thought.  
 
That same spirit of curiosity was evident in a Sixth Form visit to SOAS and the Royal Society for Asian 
Studies. The students spent the day hearing from academics and practitioners about law, international 
and cultural affairs, politics and language — discovering how intellectual interests can become 
professional pathways. For many, it was their first encounter with the richness and complexity of Asian 
studies, and the experience has sparked new questions and ambitions.  
 
Elsewhere, our scientists took on the challenge of the Physics Olympiad Round 1, testing both 
knowledge and creativity at the highest level. Meanwhile, Year 12 linguists travelled to the BFI for a 
Spanish study day, deepening their understanding of film, culture and language.  
 
Over half-term, two outstanding trips broadened horizons in very different ways: our Art and 
Photography students captured the vibrancy and light of Barcelona, while members of the CCF took 
part in a demanding and rewarding training week in Cyprus. Both experiences, in their own way, 
celebrated teamwork, resilience and the joy of exploration.  
 
On Saturday morning we hold our second Open Day, when we will host over four hundred families. I 
am most grateful both to colleagues and, of course, your children for hosting our guests with what I am 
sure will be their customary warmth, enthusiasm and authenticity.   
 
Returning to the theme of Remembrance, our school assemblies of this week and next, and the Old 
Colfeian service on Sunday morning at Horn Park, supported by the School’s CCF, all serve to remind 
us that the opportunities our community enjoys — to read, to travel, to question and to create — are 
freedoms secured by those who came before us. It is right that we pause to honour them, and to 
renew our commitment to using those freedoms well.  

With best wishes to all 

Dan Gabriele  
Headmaster  

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F%7E%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fasian-studies-day-inspires-sixth-formers%2F&e=64cbc050&h=35fab25c&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fasian-studies-day-inspires-sixth-formers%2F&e=64cbc050&h=35fab25c&f=y&p=y

	From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 07/11/25

