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Politics is an exciting subject that
has significance for all our lives in an
ever-changing and increasingly
diverse political landscape. It's as
much about compromise and
conflict resolution as it is about
strength of conviction.

It impacts at every level of daily life,
irrespective of your chosen career path or
skill base. If you believe keeping up to date
with the latest news is a fundamental part of
your day — if you enjoy informed discussion
and accept that there are no right or wrong
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answers, then you should be on the A-level
Politics course at Colfe’s.

At Colfe’s, A level Politics enables students
to gain an insight and understanding into the
nature of politics, governance and ideologies
— linking theory to contemporary political
developments. The ability to analyse and
make draw comparisons between US and UK
politics is explored through an in-depth study
of:

Component | UK Politics and Political Ideas

Component 2 UK Government and Non-core
Political ideas

Component 3 Comparative Politics (USA)

Although many of our students go on to read
Politics at university, the skills you'll develop
on this course will equip you for a wide
range of subject areas — for example Law,
International Relations, Economics, Sociology,
History and Philosophy.

The course

In the first year you’ll learn about the nature
of politics in the UK and how people engage
in politics — with a strong emphasis on linking
theory to contemporary political
developments. We will cover topics such as
democracy, elections, political parties, media
and voting behaviour moving beyond the
core reading to integrate examples of how
citizens participate in and perceive politics.
You will develop an understanding of the key
institutions of UK government (the Supreme
Court and the Constitution, Parliament and
the PM and Executive). Towards the end of
the first year we will look at core political
ideologies including: Socialism, Liberalism,
Conservatism and Nationalism and how
these ideas have influenced our view of the
world.

In the second year, we study US Government
and Politics including, the Constitution,
Congress the Presidency and the Supreme
Court and enabling you to compare and
critically analyse the two systems. The course
is assessed entirely through exams, with no
coursework.

The department believes that Politics is not
just an academic subject, but also a practical
one and students are encouraged to get
involved in campaigns, think tanks, parties
and pressure groups from day one of the
course.



