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From the Headmaster: Weekly Update — 17/10/25

Dear Parents

Colfe’s marked Black History Month this week with energy and purpose, combining
cultural celebration with a focus on science, innovation and future careers.

On Wednesday evening, the Colfe’s Networking Series: Science and Medicine
brought together Sixth Formers, parents, alumni and friends of the school for an
inspiring evening of discussion and connection. Dr Sonji Clarke, Consultant
Obstetrician at Guy’s and St Thomas’ Hospitals and an Old Colfeian shared her
remarkable career journey, culminating in her leading national work on preventing
maternal deaths. She spoke candidly about equity in health, including the fact that
Black women in the UK are five times more likely to experience serious birth
complications — a message that resonated deeply with our audience. The evening
drew a particularly strong turnout from our aspiring female medics and scientists, a
heartening sign of ambition and representation for the next generation.

Celebrations continued on Thursday when the dining hall served up a range of
Caribbean and African-inspired lunch dishes, which the pupils and indeed my
colleagues thoroughly enjoyed.

STEM enthusiasm ran high elsewhere in the school. Last week round 125 pupils
from Years 11-13 took on the UK Mathematics Challenge, putting their logic and
problem-solving to the test — results will be eagerly awaited. Year 12 Physics
students also enjoyed a visit to the Royal Institution, where they attended a lecture
exploring innovations in the use of rare radioactive elements in nuclear “waste” for
cancer research and missions to other planets in the solar system.

To round off the week, the John Glyn Society Lecture Series launched with guest
speaker Tom Pellereau, inventor and winner of The Apprentice. He shared the highs
and lows of life as an entrepreneur and the creative process behind his beauty-tech
inventions, sparking plenty of questions from the floor.

| also had the pleasure of joining a tea party in Miss Bonnar’s office with the Junior
School Values prize winners — both the cake and the company were delightful. From
pioneering alumni to our youngest pupils, it's been a week that captures Colfe’s
blend of community, curiosity, and ambition.

With best wishes to all for a great half term break.

Dan Gabriele
Headmaster
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