COLFE’S

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update — 10/10/25

Dear Parents

It has been another purposeful week at Colfe’s, with pupils engaged in a wide range of
academic and co-curricular activity.

The school has once again been recognised for its work in digital education, achieving
Microsoft Showcase School status for the second consecutive year. This designation
reflects our ongoing commitment to integrating technology effectively across the
curriculum and to developing pupils’ digital competence, which will serve them well
both throughout their education and in their future lives.

The English Department welcomed author and journalist Matt Wainwright, who
delivered a talk and creative writing workshop for Year 8 pupils. His visit anticipates
the Year 8 Reading Through Time Challenge, offering pupils a thoughtful perspective
on writing historical fiction and the relationship between history and narrative.

Year 9 Classicists travelled to Bath at the weekend to explore the city’s Roman sites
and museum collections, bringing their studies of ancient history and culture to life
through first-hand experience.

The week also saw a singing and performance masterclass led by Jane Streeton from
RADA: she worked with the cast of the senior school musical on their vocal technique
and interpretation, drawing on her experience as a professional performer and
educator. It was a fantastic experience for all the pupils involved.

Last night the Sixth Form Open Evening took place, providing our Y11s and their
families with an opportunity to learn more about their potential A Level subjects. We
also welcomed a significant number of pupils and parents from other schools
considering applying to us for Sixth Form. It was excellent night and | am very grateful
to our Y13 students and our staff for hosting everyone with such enthusiasm.

To sport. Our rugby fixtures against Eltham College last weekend included a splendid
and dramatic win for the 1st XV. However, more pleasing than this victory was the
atmosphere around the pitches and the conduct of the players. In Padel, pupils
competed in the Under-18 National Tournament in Bristol, where the boys’ team
reached the quarter-finals and the mixed team narrowly missed out lifting the trophy
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by just one game in the final against Epsom. In swimming, 42 Y7 and Y8 pupils
competed in a friendly gala against Skinners, JAGS and Babington House. Colfe's
fielded three teams across the year groups and overall results put the boys team in
first place and the girls in second. It was great to see so many of our junior swimmers
involved.

Finally, the second group of Year 7 pupils departs today for their Outdoor Pursuits
residential. We wish them every success and hope they enjoy some reasonable
weather.

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Headmaster
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