
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 03/10/25 
 
 

Dear Parents 

I have been away from school for much of this week at the annual Heads’ Conference 
in Wales and, after that, visiting our Year 7s on Outdoor Pursuits in the Lake District.  

Many seminars at the conference were devoted to the ways in which schools 
like Colfe’s offer children not just academic opportunity but broader ones which see 
them develop the interests, passions and fortitude to lead flourishing lives. It is 
therefore pleasing to report on such a range of activity beyond the classroom that has 
taken place across the age range during the last seven days. Year 12s enjoyed a 
historically focused walk and talk at Shooters Hill and Oxleas Wood. Some Year 
10s and 11s were treated to a presentation and workshop with Stephen Kelman, 
author of Booker prize-nominated Pigeon English. We hosted a KS3 Partner Schools 
Debating Workshop, which saw Year 7 to 9 pupils from Conisborough College and St 
Paul’s Academy join our own pupils for a fantastic afternoon of debating, organised by 
the English Department. And, in the Junior School, the entire pupil body took part in 
Values Afternoon, engaged in activities that speak to our ethos.   

It was such a treat to spend Thursday visiting our Year 7s in the Lake District. They 
have been brave, taking pride and pleasure in meeting a range of outdoor challenges, 
as well as cementing friendships and making some new ones. One moment that will 
live long in my memory is hearing them sing Mr Amechi’s name to the tune of Seven 
Nation Army, encouraging him to abseil the sheer rockface they themselves 
had just completed. Like them, he found the mettle to do it. Well done all round.   

I should also extend my thanks to all of your children for being such warm hosts at last 
week’s Open Morning. There was a real buzz around the precincts of the school as we 
welcomed over a thousand visitors to the site.    

Congratulations too to our U16 and U19 netball squads, who claimed victory in pre-
season friendlies against St Dunstan’s this week. Tomorrow our hockey sides take on 
Chigwell and our rugby teams are in action against Eltham. Best of luck.   

With good wishes to all 

Dan Gabriele  
Headmaster  

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F%7E%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y
https://www.colfes.com/creative-writing-workshop-from-author-stephen-kelman/
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fpartnerships-schools-debating-workshop%2F&e=64cbc050&h=05aa3b6e&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fpartnerships-schools-debating-workshop%2F&e=64cbc050&h=05aa3b6e&f=y&p=y
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