
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 26/09/25 
 
 

Dear Parents 

It has been another action-packed week across the entire school, seeing pupils getting 
stuck in across the gamut of school activity.  

Drama has been at the forefront. Our Y11 drama pupils went to see Wilde’s comedy 
masterpiece The Importance of Being Earnest at the Noel Coward Theatre and we 
also hosted Frantic Assembly, the world-renowned theatre company whose physical 
and movement-based approach has reinterpreted the classical canon. They ran a 
workshop for our GCSE and A Level drama students, inspiring them and putting them 
through their paces. Last night saw one of the highlights of the production calendar: 
House Drama. It was a terrific evening with plenty of magic moments – and a 
testament to the oomph and commitment of our Y7 to Y9 pupils, who have rehearsed 
at pace under the guidance of the Sixth Formers. Special congratulations to the 
winners, Bramley, whose daringly funny devised piece won on the night.  

Oracy and critical thinking were in play last weekend when two teams from the Senior 
Debating Society took part in St Paul's Girls' School Women's Open.  Verity (Y11), 
Alice (Y11), Michaela (Y12), and Natalie (Y12) tackled complex motions on 
kidfluencers, the use of technology in predicting criminal behaviour and 
AI in education. With strong competition, the event offered valuable experience early 
in the debating calendar.  

Yesterday we hosted a Y7 taster day for Y6 pupils from both our own junior school 
and other primary and prep schools to give them a flavour of all that Colfe’s senior 
school has to offer. I am particularly grateful to my colleagues who made this 
experience such an enjoyable one and to our Senior Prefects who helped to keep the 
day on track with customary brio.    

Our Y6 pupils also had the chance to enjoy a French breakfast at Roebuck’s 
café earlier in the week, while KS2 children had a Show Racism the Red Card 
workshop. In the febrile times we live in today, this kind of age-appropriate activity 
seems more important than ever and contributes to the way in which the community 
at Colfe’s celebrates and draws strength from its diversity, which enriches life for us 
all.   
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Congratulations to Louisa, Artemis and Conrad, the three finalists in 
our Leathersellers’ poster competition, which asked our Y8s to design a poster about 
the history of the school, from its foundation in the mid-1600s to the present day. It 
was very closely contested and the winner will be announced in Assembly on 
Monday.   

Tomorrow we put our best foot forward for Open Day, a chance for the school to take 
quiet pride in its culture, achievements and values as we welcome future pupils and 
parents. Thanks in advance to your children, who host our visitors with the authenticity 
and warmth that makes Colfe’s such a wonderful school.   

With good wishes to all 

Dan Gabriele  
Headmaster  
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