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From the Headmaster: Weekly Update — 19/09/25

Dear Parents

You may have heard — or seen on social media, if you’re among the hundred thousand or so
eyeballs who have viewed it so far on Colfe's Instagram - that former pupil and Crystal Palace FC
Chairman Steve Parish visited the school on Monday with the FA Cup, the Community Shield and
a store of profoundly moving memories of his time at Colfe’s. He addressed all the children from
the Junior and Senior schools who learnt of how he got into computer graphics and coding by
using the school’s only computer at the time, a large, unwieldy, beige device that squatted in a
tiny room at the top of the main block. This ignited a passion which led to Steve’s professional
fulfilment and triumphs. It was fantastic to spend the morning with a quietly proud Old Colfeian
who credits the school with making him a success and who observed that while the campus has
advanced so significantly, our school culture — grounded, diverse and warmly supportive, with
those high expectations that drive success — is the same as it was when he was he was a boy
here. We look forward to welcoming Steve back again at some point in the future.

Indeed, our school’s culture has been at the forefront of conversations | have had with parents
this week — at a coffee morning | enjoyed with KS2 parents in the Junior School and at our final
three Senior House Welcome events in the evenings. It has been great to learn more about what
parents, pupils and my colleagues really cherish about our school, which includes the range of
opportunities on offer.

This week’s activity illustrates this very theme: our Y8 pupils have visited the Tower of London to
support their studies of the Peasants’ Revolt and this afternoon our Y7s have a Freshwater
Theatre workshop on The Three Musketeers. In the Junior School our KS2 Choir sang at the
Thames Festival on the Southbank last Sunday with other London schools, and yesterday and
today the Y4s have been enjoying Outdoor Pursuits trips to Grangewaters in Essex.
Congratulations to the cast of The Great British Bake Off Musical, who | had the pleasure of
watching rehearse earlier in the week, and a special mention too for Thea (Y11), who came 7th in
the Cadet National Fencing Championships and has been selected for the GB team at the
European competitions in ltaly.

In the middle of the week | met the driving forces of PAFA, Nerida and Suzanne, who talked me
through all the activity they lead to support both our pupils and the wider Colfe’s community: | am
most grateful to them and the committee for the work they put in and look forward to seeing many
of you at the PAFA picnic on Saturday afternoon - and at some of the preceding sports fixtures.

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Headmaster
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