COLFE’S

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update — 12/09/25

Dear Parents

This past week has seen plenty of action as the wide array of school activity got
going.

It was a treat to see our pupils playing hockey and rugby on Saturday morning, both at
school and at the Leathersellers’ Ground - and indeed to meet some of you in the
autumn sunshine. On the subject of sport, | must share with you some fantastic news
from the summer: one of our Year 7 pupils, Sophia, was awarded a gold medal for
hockey as part of the U14 Lewisham side that won the London Youth Games. | should
also mention Annabel Owen, in our PE Department, who represented England at the
World Masters European hockey championships over the summer, also taking gold.
Congratulations all round.

In the arts, auditions for the Senior School Winter Production — The Great British Bake-
Off Musical — have begun and our Art Department has started the year with a series of
trips to London galleries, kicking off with a visit to Tate Modern. We are indeed lucky to
have such world class cultural opportunities within such short striking distance of
school.

Earlier in the week we hosted Beardwood and Bramley parents over drinks in
Roebucks and the Senior Hall and | look forward to welcoming parents of our other
Senior School Houses next week. We have also enjoyed hosting Junior School parents
across all year groups at Parents’ Information Evenings throughout the course of this
week.

On Thursday evening we held our annual Senior Prizegiving event. Congratulations to
all the pupils involved, both those who won prizes and those who performed some
splendid musical interludes. | am particularly grateful to my colleagues Melissa
Schramm and Donna Graham for making the event run so successfully, and to Tim
Fooks, our Guest of Honour and Chairman of the Leathersellers’ Education Committee,
who spoke inspiringly about the importance of awe and wonder in our lives and of the
power of community. | would also like to thank our Chair of Governors, Matthew
Pellereau, for leading us through the evening: this was his last Senior Prizegiving as he
prepares to hand on the baton at the end of this academic year to his successor, fellow
governor Nick Preston. There will be time for more goodbyes and gratitude as the year
progresses.
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On Monday we will welcome back Old Colfeian Steve Parish, Chairman of Crystal
Palace Football Club, who will be speaking to the pupils and bringing with him the FA
Cup and the Community Shield. It promises to be quite a morning and we look forward
to hearing how he enabled a neighbouring south London club to go from strength to
strength.

With good wishes to all

Dan Gabriele
Headmaster



