
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 05/09/25 
 
Dear Parents 

And so it begins. I have been delighted to see so many smiling faces across both 
Junior and Senior Schools as we have welcomed all our pupils, old and new, for our 
first full week. Many were impressed by our fantastic new facility in the senior school, 
the Russell Building, named after my predecessor Richard Russell. I know he will be 
thrilled and touched to see it in action at its official opening later in the year.   

Along with the usual settling in and re-establishing of routines, recent days have 
already seen plenty of new activity. I would like to congratulate our ten pupils who have 
successfully completed their Gold Duke of Edinburgh awards, a really 
significant achievement, and to thank all those who have supported them, in particular 
Major Cherry. On Wednesday, I spent some time in our Music Department for the 
launch of our Year 7 Instrumental Scheme. Each pupil has the opportunity across the 
course of the year to try all the instruments in the scheme and is offered free tuition in 
an instrument of their choice, performing a concert at the end of each term. I was 
treated to a group piece for trombone and trumpet called ‘Jazz Hands’ – particularly 
impressive given the dozen or so children playing were complete novices and had 
practised for a mere twenty minutes (photographs are available to view on MyColfe’s). 
It augurs well for the future of jazz both at Colfe’s and, I dare say, in the wider world. 
And yesterday, our Year 12s were at Stubbers for outdoor adventure and teambuilding, 
getting to know one another and gelling as a year group. The weather may not have 
been kind, but lots of fun was had and they were fantastic ambassadors for the school. 
Photographs of the day will be available to view on MyColfe’s early next week.  

On Tuesday, I addressed senior pupils in assembly about the things that matter to me 
– of kindness and looking out for one another, of being yourself and feeling confident 
that you belong, and how there is no Colfe’s type. I want your children to be excited by 
school, to take risks with their learning - not to fear failure or sit back, but to get on the 
front foot and engage - and to aim high in all that they do. I also want them to find ‘that 
thing’ they love, whether inside or beyond the classroom, where they can have fun, 
excel and make friendships that may last a lifetime. More prosaically, but no less 
importantly, we have also reminded pupils about basic expectations: of trying hard, 
getting uniform right and being punctual and courteous. They have made a fine start in 
the main and our staff will support your children in sustaining this as the term unfolds - 
and of course we will rely on your moral support too.   

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F%7E%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fyear-7-launches-into-instrumental-scheme%2F&e=64cbc050&h=ccfa1fad&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcolfes.myschoolportal.co.uk%2Fgallery%2F68&e=64cbc050&h=ec42cdaf&f=y&p=y


It was a pleasure to meet parents of Year 7 and Year 12 pupils at the welcome 
evenings earlier this week and I am looking forward to meeting parents of other year 
groups in due course. I hope to see many of you tomorrow morning on our touchlines 
as practices continue and fixtures begin against Forest School and Reigate Grammar 
School.  

With best wishes to all  

Dan Gabriele  
Headmaster  
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