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The very foundations

of Colfe’s School
are based on a will.

In 1652 the Reverend Abraham Colfe made
a commitment to the future when he set up
a school in south-east London and, through
his extensive will, entrusted its care to the
Leathersellers’ Company.

Abraham Colfe’s purpose was charitable:
his adult life was dedicated to the people

of Lewisham, and the Colfeian community
remains true to his ideals. Today, many
former pupils and friends of the school have
already left legacy gifts in their own wills
the Colfe’s Charitable Trust. These gifts

are one of the most popular ways our
community chooses to support our pupils.

COLFE'S SCHOOL LEAVING A LEGACY

RICHARD RUSSELL
Headmaster

Dear Friends,

Colfe’s would not be the school it has become today without the generosity
of past benefactors. Indeed, without the voluminous Will of our Founder,
Abraham Colfe, it would not be a school at all.

Over the years, the great majority of our benefactors have been Old Colfeians who

have wanted to play their part in securing the future of their school as a centre of
excellence and a force for good in south London. Increasingly, however, we are
attracting the attention of others who have come to admire our independent but
socially grounded ethos which makes us a little bit different.

One of the ways that they are supporting us include making a gift in their will towards
means-tested scholarships. Our most important effort in this realm today is our
Leatherseller Scholarship Programme. These scholarships have been at the heart

of much of the success that the school has enjoyed in recent years, and funding from
the Leathersellers’ Company and other generous donors have helped make it
possible. The programme has been instrumental in enabling gifted local pupils from
disadvantaged backgrounds to fulfil their potential and move on to some of the best
universities in the UK after two successful years in our sixth form. Their very
presence in the school enriches our social dynamic at a time when the generality

of independent schools are perceived as unacceptably exclusive. A gift in your will
can help us guarantee the future of this programme.

| would be delighted to meet with you to talk further, however tentative your plans
might be at this stage. Of course, it would also be helpful if you would like to fill out
and return the enclosed confidential form to share more about your intentions. For
now, however, | would encourage you to read the pages that follow in which we have
sought to forge links between past and present, with a very clear eye to the future.

With best wishes to all,
Richard Russell
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Writing a will is a very personal matter. Legacy gifts to the Colfe’s
Charitable Trust can acknowledge how Colfe’s School impacted your life
and help us to continue developing each pupil’s unique potential.

Financial demands may prevent you from
making a gift today. Others may be able to
donate today while also leaving a gift in their
will. No matter your circumstances, thank
you for your desire to help.

Legacy gifts can be made in a variety of ways,
such as a percentage of estate or a specific
amount. Many are comfortable ensuring
their legacy gifts are endowed to guarantee
lasting support.

Information about tax efficiencies, suggested
language for your will or the types of legacy
gifts can be found in the enclosed inserts.
You are also always welcome to call our
Development Office for more advice and help.

Gifts in your will should be directed to
the Colfe’s Charitable Trust and can be
earmarked to ensure your donation
supports the purpose at Colfe’s School
that resonates with you the most. The
Colfe’s Charitable Trust was established
in 1978 as a vehicle for all donations to
Colfe’s School.
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TO THE
NEXT

Your legacy gift to the Colfe’s
Charitable Trust can help support the
next generation of Colfe’s pupils and
prepare them for the future.

Children from across south-east London have
benefited from a Colfe’s education for more
than 370 years. As well as offering a robust
education, our pupils have always been able to
develop into unique individuals and pursue the
activities that interest them most.
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COLFE'S SCHOOL LEAVING A LEGACY

The grammar school system enabled Colfe’s
to educate the brightest children from

a variety of backgrounds in the local area.
Today, as an independent school, we are
committed to ensuring this ethos is preserved
— opening up the doors of opportunity to
academically bright pupils, no matter their
background.

Yet sometimes Colfe’s is out of reach
for disadvantaged families. Our means-
tested scholarships help level the playing
field. A gift in your will to the Colfe’s
Charitable Trust can help Colfe’s continue to
provide these important funds to deserving
families and give future pupils the education
and foundations they need to thrive.
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ABRAHAM
COLFE
SOCIETY

THE ABRAHAM COLFE ANDREW RODGERS (OC 1982)
SOCIETY

Celebrating your support is important to us.

As our way of saying thank you, legacy
intenders are invited to become members
of our Abraham Colfe Society, named in
memory of our school’s founder. Society
members receive a special gift as well as the
chance to meet other donors and legacy
intenders at regular events.

If you have already committed to a legacy
gift, we want to celebrate this important
decision through an invitation to the society.
If you would like to join, please notify us using
the enclosed My Intentions Form which will
remain confidential with our Developemnt
Office. This is not a requirement, and your
notification does not legally bind you in any
way. But we would welcome the chance to
share our appreciation with you and welcome
you into the society.
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COLFE’S

CHARITABLE TRUST

A gift in your will is one of the most impactful ways you can support
the next generation of pupils at Colfe’s School. Dozens of Old
Colfeians and friends of the School have already pledged to leave
gifts in their wills.
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Colfe’s School
Horn Park Lane
London

SE12 8AW

+44 (0)20 8463 8119
development@colfes.com
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