
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 27/01/23 
 

Dear Parents 

With two weeks to go until the half term break, I am delighted to report that our pupils have 

remained cheerful and engaged across the range of school activity. I particularly enjoyed the 

junior school teatime concert yesterday, featuring our developing musicians in Years 3 to 6. 

For many of these pupils this was their first ever opportunity to perform to an audience and 

their potential was much in evidence. Many thanks to Mrs Smith and her colleagues for 

putting together such an entertaining programme. 

Senior school students of German are currently in Berlin, due to return on Sunday evening, 

and the whole of Year 8 went to see Back to the Future in the West End yesterday. Other 

trips are planned between now and half term. 

Both the U15 and the 1st X1 boys’ football teams have now reached the quarter finals of the 

national ISFA Shield competition and the U14 girls’ hockey team will be travelling to 

Nottingham in the week before half term to participate in the Tier 2 National finals. 

Competition remains at the heart of so much that we do at Colfe’s, not just in sport. So I was 

delighted to hear that Year 5 and 6 have been participating in an inter-school online general 

knowledge quiz this week and that the house chess competition in the senior school is more 

popular this year than it has been in living memory, possibly inspired by the success of the 

Netflix drama The Queen’s Gambit. 

Parents will be aware of impending days of teacher strike action which is likely to disrupt 

education and possibly cause closure in state sector schools. We do not anticipate that this 

will affect Colfe’s. 

I was delighted, in conclusion, to see Foreign Secretary James Cleverly wearing an Old 

Colfeians tie in the House of Commons earlier this week in Prime Minister’s Questions. 

James is keen to come into school later this year to talk to pupils about his current role and, 

possibly answer some questions himself! 

With best wishes to all 

 

Richard Russell 

Headmaster 
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