
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 20/01/23 
 

Dear Parents 

The weather has not been kind to us in the first two weeks of term, with access to the playing 

fields not possible due to last week’s heavy rain which was succeeded this week by hard frost. 

This has also affected sports fixture lists, notably football. Pupils have remained cheerful 

nonetheless and preparations are already under way for productions in music and drama which 

are happily not weather dependent. It was also good to see the return of indoor cricket for girls 

this week, with eight of our Y8 girls involved in a county tournament. The junior school Chamber 

Choir performed at the Young Voices concert at the 02 on Monday evening and this morning saw 

the latest of our 'parent pop in' events for Y4 families. 

Seasonal colds and coughs apart, relatively few pupils have been absent from school due to 

illness this term. It is nonetheless important to remember that children should not come into 

school if they are unwell and continue to follow guidelines in respect of handwashing and 

sanitizing. We will continue to err on the side of caution for the foreseeable future. 

Artificial intelligence and robotics was the subject of the Technology Inspiration Day in the senior 

school last week which was attended by Year 7 and Year 8 pupils as well as those who are 

studying Computer Science at GCSE and A level. The guest speaker, Raia Hadsell, Senior 

Director of Research and Robotics, kept her audience enthralled with what amounted to a vision 

of the future. Computer Science is very much a growth area at Colfe’s and will undoubtedly 

continue to be so. 

This week’s academic events included yesterday’s John Glyn Society lecture which was 

delivered by leading pharmacist Dr Bahijja Raimi-Abraham who spoke brilliantly about the 

science of making medicines, including a particularly fascinating account of the counterfeit 

medicines industry which is a global problem of huge proportions. Her talk was of particular 

interest to aspiring medics, of whom we have many in the senior years of the senior school. 

Some of you may have seen a letter that I had published in the Telegraph on Monday on the 

subject of UCAS personal statements. The ostensible reason for removing the PS from the 

university application process is that it allegedly favours “middle-class” applicants. I am not 

aware of any convincing evidence to support this claim. Indeed some of the most impressive and 

memorable statements that I have read in recent years have been written by fully-funded sixth 

form scholars at Colfe’s who will henceforward be denied the opportunity to tell their often 

compelling stories as they bid for places at the best universities. We will of course continue to 

support all our university applicants who have already received a fantastic range of offers this 

year. 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F~%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colfes.com%2Fnews%2Fheadmaster-richard-russell-in-the-telegraph-3%2F&e=64cbc050&h=eaa4adb3&f=y&p=y


With best wishes to all 

 

Richard Russell 

Headmaster 


