
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 6/1/23 
 

Dear Parents 

Happy New Year from Colfe’s! It has been great to see pupils of all ages back in 
school this week as normal routines resume. Year 13 students are already absorbed 
in A level mock examinations and those in Year 11 are building on a very high level 
of success in the GCSE mocks which were held last term. 

Despite the current mild climate it is possible that we may experience severe 
weather disruption this term. It has been several years since we were last obliged to 
close the school due to snow so I hope my concerns will prove unfounded. Just in 
case, however, I hope I can take this opportunity to remind parents of our protocol in 
this area which is as follows: 

• If heavy snow is forecast there will be a message on the school website at or before 7.00 

am on the day in question to let parents know if the school will be open or closed. Key 

considerations will be the availability of public transport, the viability of running school 

coaches, the level of staff attendance in school and the safety of roads around the 

school. 

• If the school is closed for more than one day we will switch to online learning. It is 

accordingly important that pupils should have access to the relevant technology at home.  

• Normal uniform regulations will be relaxed during extreme weather to enable pupils to 

remain warm and dry. This will be a matter for parental discretion. 

We remain vigilant in respect of health risks and continue to follow UKHSA guidance 
carefully. An extract from their most recent bulletin reads as follows:  

It’s important to minimise the spread of infection in schools and other education and 
childcare settings as much as possible. If your child is unwell and has a fever, they 
should stay home from school or nursery until they feel better and the fever has 
resolved. 

Helping children to learn about the importance of good hand hygiene is also key, so 
practice regular handwashing at home with soap and warm water. Catching coughs 
and sneezes in tissues then binning them is another simple way to help stop illness 
from spreading. 

This is now very familiar advice. It is nonetheless important that we should all 
continue follow it. More detail is included in this link. 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F~%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fback-to-school-advice-issued-amid-high-levels-of-flu-covid-19-and-scarlet-fever&e=64cbc050&h=a04def49&f=y&p=y


Finally, congratulations to all who had to take a more circuitous route into school this 
morning because of the closure of various routes in the vicinity of the school due to 
flooding. The school has been able to function as normal today and we have not 
been significantly affected by the drop in water pressure.  

With best wishes to all 

 

Richard Russell 

Headmaster 


