
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 9/12/22 
 

Dear Parents 

It has been a busy week in school with the Early Years Nativity production in the Junior 

School (as well-attended as ever) and the senior school production of The Real Inspector 

Hound in the Beardwood Theatre. Congratulations to all who were involved. It will be the turn 

of Years 3 and 4 next week and the annual Carol Service will take place in St Mary’s 

Church in Lewisham next Tuesday. All are welcome to attend. 

As of this morning there was just one new case of Streptococcal infection in the senior 

school and no new cases in the junior school. Those who were previously infected, as well 

as those who were diagnosed with scarlet fever, have responded well to antibiotics and the 

majority have now returned to school. Children who are fit and well should continue to attend 

school, in accordance with the guidance that we have received from the UKHSA. Parents 

should know that we have felt extremely well supported by the UKHSA since last week’s 

tragedy. 

Many thanks to the retiring PAFA Committee and others for their orchestration of last 

Saturday’s Christmas Fair which was extremely well-attended and successful. I was 

delighted to hear how helpful our 6th Form pupils had been in particular. 

This weekend’s sporting events will include a special rugby fixture at the Old Colfeians’ 

Ground (Horn Park) on Saturday (K.O. 12.45) which will be one of a series of events to 

celebrate the life of our Year 8 pupil, Harry Noyce. Both teams will consist of a mixture of 

school pupils and Old Colfeians from his age group, reflecting the fact that Harry was a 

mainstay of both cohorts. All are welcome. On a related point I am extremely grateful to 

Steve Hall and Bridget Shepherd, Reverends of St Mary’s Lewisham and the Church of the 

Good Shepherd in Lee respectively, for their outstanding double-act in senior school 

Assembly last Monday. As anticipated, the response of pupils, parents and staff to last 

week’s tragedy has been magnificent. 

All university applications have now been submitted through UCAS and the range of 

applications is characteristically and impressively broad. We were delighted to hear that 14 

pupils have been called to interview by either Oxford or Cambridge, including three for 

Computer Science, three for Medicine and two for Law. These are amongst the most 

competitive courses in the UK and our pupils have done remarkably well to reach the 

interview stage. 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F~%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y


Other recent pupil achievements have included that of Khari (Year 10) who has been 

selected for the England U16 football camp following his successful trip to Brazil with the 

Arsenal U15 squad. This represents a remarkably high level of achievement in a famously 

competitive field and we wish him well for his first international game against Turkey on 22 

December. 

With just a week to go until the end of term I am delighted to report that our pupils are as 

focused and engaged as ever. We look forward to the festivities of next week and the well-

deserved break that will follow.  

With best wishes to all 

 

Richard Russell 

Headmaster 


