
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 2/12/22 
 

Dear Parents 

It has been a difficult week in school as we have sought to come to terms with the death of one 

of our pupils. Various discussions are taking place about how best to celebrate Harry’s life. Our 

intention is to co-ordinate the response, which will include some specific charity fundraising, with 

Harry’s family. The scale of the response, particularly from pupils, has been truly inspiring and 

we will continue to offer support to those who need it in the difficult time ahead. 

On a related note, I hope that all parents have seen the communication from the UK Health 

Security Agency that we sent out yesterday. We have been advised that school closure is not 

necessary and that normal routines, including sports fixtures, should carry on as normal. I 

appreciate how unsettling this must be for you all and hope very much that we will be able to 

write in more reassuring terms in the near future. More immediately, parents will have noted from 

the guidance that scarlet fever can sometimes be associated with streptococcal infection. There 

are currently some cases of mild scarlet fever in the junior school, but we have no reason to 

believe that these are connected to anything else. If your child exhibits symptoms of scarlet 

fever, however, you should of course seek medical advice. A letter from UKHSA to junior parents 

on scarlet fever specifically will follow shortly. 

I was delighted to hear that our younger readers in the senior school were once again victorious 

in the south London regional stage of the CWIZZ book quiz last Friday. This is the fourth year in 

a row that we have won this competition. Congratulations to our avid readers in Years 7 and 8 

and, as ever, to Mrs Englefield for her tireless promotion of reading in the senior school. 

Building on the success of other recent musical triumphs, the Winter Concert on Wednesday 

evening was a fantastic success, involving children from all year groups in the senior school. As 

with last week’s platform concert, it was particularly welcome to see our new Year 7 pupils 

performing so impressively alongside their older peers. 

Meanwhile two of our boys’ football teams (U15A and 1st X1) have progressed well through the 

early rounds of the national ISFA Cup competition and the U15 girls' hockey teams had good 

matches against JAGS yesterday, with a noteworthy victory for the B team. It was also good to 

see the second XV rugby team winning against Caterham last week and to hear that the U13A 

team (also rugby) has remained undefeated throughout this long term. 

The Winter production, The Real Inspector Hound, will be performed in the theatre on 

Wednesday and Thursday of next week and rehearsals are well under way for next week’s EYFS 

Nativity production and the Year 3 and 4 play. The Christmas Carol Service will take place at 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F~%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y


6.30pm in St Mary’s Lewisham on Tuesday, 13 December. I look forward to seeing lots of 

parents at all these occasions over the next two weeks.  

With best wishes to all 

 

Richard Russell 

Headmaster 


