
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 11/11/22 
 

Dear Parents 

Many thanks to all who participated in the senior school Open Morning last Saturday. As 

anticipated, we had a record number of visitors and our pupil tour guides did an exceptional job. 

It was good to see quite a few junior school parents thinking ahead and taking the opportunity to 

look round the senior school. All were welcome, as were the second half of Year 6 on Tuesday 

who engaged in a range of lessons alongside applicants for Year 7 entry from other schools. 

Thanks also to the parents who have volunteered to join the new PAFA committee. The 

handover will take place at the AGM on Tuesday, 22 November when we will have an 

opportunity to thank the retiring committee for doing such a wonderful job over the last few years. 

Year 11 mocks and sixth form modular A level exams have taken place recently in the senior 

school. GCSE music recitals took place this week and Oxbridge candidates are preparing for 

interviews next month. Much academic momentum has been established since September and 

we are seeing strong progress in all parts of the school. There is evidence of strong engagement 

throughout. A striking example was the feedback that Mrs Gilfedder-Bonnar received following a 

Year 5 trip to the Imperial War Museum earlier this week. The email reads as follows:  

“I was leading a group from my child’s school today at the Imperial War Museum and noticed 

your children and how brilliantly they were engaging with the museum through their assignment 

to make videos. A genius teacher came up with the idea of clapper boards and iphones and they 

all looked so into it. My group, by contrast, were fairly bored with a worksheet!”  

Our correspondent goes on to lament that she lives in a different part of London from which 

Colfe’s is not accessible. Thanks to Mrs Gurr whom we have identified as the “genius teacher.” 

The Act of Remembrance will take place at Horn Park, the Old Colfeians’ Ground, on Sunday, 

led by the School CCF contingent. 607 Colfeians served in the Great War alone, 126 of whom 

lost their lives. Those who survived included Henry Williamson, author of Tarka the Otter and the 

Chronicle of Ancient Sunlight novels which paint a very vivid portrait of life in Lewisham in the 

early decades of the 20th century. He wrote a number of letters home from his posting in 

Flanders, including one which is the original account of the famous Christmas Truce in 2014. It 

reads as follows:  

“The Xmas of 1914 was a curious one. The Saxons opposite to us wanted a truce and we 

exchanged souvenirs and gifts. They promised not to fire until we did. This was kept up for a day 

or so when we sent over a note to the Germans saying our artillery was going to begin and would 

they please get under cover! So ended the truce.” 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpostcdn.blob.core.windows.net%2Fpublic%2F~%2Femail-test-message.html&e=f4e25f66&h=847ca343&f=y&p=y


Finally, viewers of this year’s ground-breaking John Lewis Christmas television advert, (ie. most 

of us, and frequently, in the course of the weeks ahead,) may recognize the backdrop to the 

opening scene which was filmed at Horn Park the Old Colfeians’ sports ground. 

With best wishes to all 

 

Richard Russell 

Headmaster 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D1z0jfP2gCIs&e=64cbc050&h=ea9c7909&f=y&p=y

