
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 30/09/22 
 

Dear Parents 

Term is progressing well and pupils are making good progress across the age range. We 
were extremely grateful to all the prefects and pupils who made last Saturday’s Open Day 
such a success in the junior and senior schools. We were remarkably busy but everything 
went smoothly and parents commented again and again on how impressed they had been 
with their pupil guides.  
 
It was also a pleasure to welcome so many parents to the Sixth Form open evening last 
night which provided an insight for current Year 11 pupils and their parents into the range of 
courses available at A level. Subject presentations were well received and I was delighted to 
get such strong feedback from parents on the positivity with which my colleagues promoted 
their subjects. 
 
In the course of another busy week we were delighted to hear that Year 5 and 6 swimmers 
had made a good start to the year with victory over Alleyn’s and Forest in the gala on 
Wednesday. Swimming remains an area of conspicuous excellence at Colfe’s and further 
good news will doubtless follow. Year 4 visited the Horniman Museum in Forest Hill and the 
first contingent of Year 7 pupils departed for Outdoor Pursuits in the Lake District on 
Tuesday. 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION (PAFA) 
 
Having done such a wonderful job leading PAFA for several years, the members of the 
current committee have decided that the time has come for them to step down. Michelle, 
Cosette, Bonnie and Liz have co-ordinated many fundraising events which have generated 
revenue for the school, enabling us to enhance and supplement school facilities for the 
benefit of all our pupils. They have also established a highly successful second-hand uniform 
shop which has been widely patronised. We are deeply grateful to them all. 
 
Between now and half term, I would be grateful to hear from any parents who would be 
willing to put themselves forward for the new PAFA committee. Michelle and her colleagues 
will be happy to talk you through the level of involvement that committee membership 
entails. They can be contacted via the PAFA email address: PAFA@colfes.com 
 
I would also be happy to meet with any parents or groups of parents who might be 
considering standing for the committee, although I should stress that my presidential role 
does not entail any executive involvement in PAFA. 
 
The Committee will need a Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, appointment to be 
agreed by the new committee. Other parents may become Committee members without 
holding specific office. Further information about the structure and function of PAFA can be 
found in the PAFA Constitution, of which a copy is attached. Ideally, there would be 
representation from across the age range of pupils. By agreement with Michelle and the 
outgoing committee, I will be happy, as president of PAFA, to co-ordinate the appointment of 
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the new committee and to manage any election process that becomes necessary. I will then 
step back and leave the new committee to appoint its Chair and other officers.  
 
I hope very much that some of you will be able to find time to become more involved with 
PAFA. It has been a great force for good within the school for many decades and I hope very 
much that it will remain so. 

 

With best wishes to all 

Richard Russell 

Headmaster 


