
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 14/10/22 
 

Dear Parents 

The approach of half term provides an opportunity to reflect on an extremely positive start to 

the new academic year. New pupils and staff have now settled in well and we can see 

positive momentum in all aspects of school activity. 

Sports teams in both junior and senior schools have been winning their fair share of matches 

and, more importantly, enjoying the buzz and satisfaction that is unique to team sport. The 

block rugby fixture against Eltham College last Saturday was a case in point, with honours 

shared evenly across the age range of the teams and all matches played in a spirit of 

healthy competition with lots of support from the touchline. 

Not for the first time, our Year 7 pupils experienced some remarkably wet weather in the 

Lake District during Outdoor Pursuits. This coincided with my arrival last Thursday. Spirits 

were high nonetheless and a busy programme of activities, including abseiling, gorge 

scrambling, canoeing and hill walking, was enjoyed regardless. Thanks to Major Cherry and 

other colleagues for all that they continue to do to deliver, (possibly an over-employed 

metaphor these days,) this important aspect of a Colfe’s education. 

The music department in the senior school have also been busy with a well-attended 

platform concert this week and a very successful Trinity Laban recital last week. Our link with 

this prestigious conservatoire remains a huge positive for Colfe’s and we look forward to 

future recitals. 

The junior school Harvest Festival was much appreciated by pupils in Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2. with proceeds going to the Lewisham food bank which is now in constant need of 

supplies. I had tea with a delightful group of junior school pupils this morning, each of whom 

has distinguished themselves in one way or another since the start of term. Congratulations 

also to members of Lynx House which has raised £800 for Battersea Dogs and Cats Home 

through its House charity day. 

Many thanks to parents who have expressed interest in getting involved in PAFA. We will be 

picking this up after half term. Meanwhile I would be delighted to hear (head@colfes.com) 

from any other parents who might be persuaded to get involved, even on an initial trial basis. 

Half term events will include a joint Geography/Classics trip to Sicily and the October CCF 

Camp. I look forward to hearing reports from both and to welcoming all pupils back for the 

second half of term on Monday, 31 October. 
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With best wishes to all 

 

Richard Russell Headmaster 

 


