
 

From the Headmaster: Weekly Update – 09/09/22 
Dear Parents 

The death of Her Majesty yesterday will have affected all members of the school community in 

one way or another. Her constant presence has been a fixed point of certainty in a fast-changing 

world for so many decades providing moral reassurance, particularly in times of challenge and 

national emergency. We do not underestimate the extent to which some individual pupils may 

find the inevitably sombre news coverage in the days ahead unsettling and urge pupils to seek 

help from us if they need it. On a practical note, we will be in touch if there are going to be any 

changes to our routines between now and the state funeral. For now, however, parents should 

assume that school activity will continue more or less as normal, including sports fixtures. I have 

sent a message of sympathy to our School Visitor, Prince Michael of Kent. 

-------------------------------------------- 

The new school year has started in a spirit of great optimism, boosted by historically high GCSE 

and A level results last month. In the first year since 2019 in which pupils sat real external 

examinations (grades in the intervening years were based on teacher assessment) 71% of all A 

level entries were graded A or A*. The headline figure for GCSE results was equally outstanding, 

with 76% of entries graded 9, 8 or 7. No fewer than 21 pupils achieved at least 3 A* grades at A 

level and six pupils in Year 11 produced a cumulative total of 67 grade 9s. 

This outstanding success underscores the success with which the school responded to the 

challenge of the Covid years, maintaining academic momentum through online teaching and, 

equally important, continuing to provide pastoral support for pupils who were isolated at home 

through two protracted periods of lockdown. If anything, the community of the school has 

emerged more strongly than ever from the challenge of the pandemic and the profound truth of 

our school motto (ad astra per aspera) has rarely been more evident. 

Pupils and staff new to Colfe’s have settled in quickly and the academic year has already 

acquired momentum. We have been particularly pleased to welcome Marie-Clare Gilfedder-

Bonnar, our new Head of Junior School, who has embarked on a sequence of coffee mornings to 

meet parents. 

Much as I had been looking forward to bending his ear on matters educational, we are delighted 

to congratulate Old Colfeian James Cleverly on his appointment as Foreign Secretary in the new 

government. James was a pupil at Colfe’s in the 1980s and remains very much in touch with the 

school, not least as a member of the Old Colfeian Society committee. 

As patterns of behaviour start to become established at the start of the new academic year I 

would be grateful if parents could remember that it is not permitted to drive on to school premises 
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to drop off or collect children from school. This applies also to junior school parents who might be 

tempted to park in the senior school car park in the morning and walk children down to the junior 

school. 

With best wishes to all 

Richard Russell 

Headmaster 

 


