
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Headmaster 

Dear Parents 

Most importantly, I wish to begin by expressing huge thanks to all members of the Colfe’s community for helping to make 

the start of the autumn term a success. Despite restrictions and the implementation of many new procedures, the return 

to school has been met with great enthusiasm by pupils, staff and parents. As we approach the half term, I am pleased to 

see that everyone has adjusted and settled well into their new routines. Our exhaustive risk assessments (huge thanks to 

Mrs Graham, Ms Macleod and Max Adamson, our new Bursar) have served us particularly well.  

We have learnt to adapt most forms of school activity to enable them to take place in a safe and meaningful way. Virtual 

platforms and streaming have supported the delivery of whole school assemblies, prize giving ceremonies and parents 

evenings in both junior and senior schools. This new way of working has been a learning process for us all, but we are 

very happy with how well the technology and infrastructure is supporting teaching and learning across the school. 

This term is the start of admissions season and we would normally welcome hundreds of prospective families to Colfe’s to 

look around. Covid-19 restrictions have meant we are unable to do this – instead we have created an online admissions 

experience ‘Virtual Colfe’s’. Many thanks to all the staff and pupils who have taken part in the filming for this and to the 

parents who were happy to give up their time to test the new site for us before it went live.  

I am delighted to report that we were able to host the Leathersellers’ Annual Visitation, albeit in altered form. This is a 

tradition that stretches back almost four centuries and was one of the key requirements in Abraham Colfe’s will. This 

usually coincides with the senior school Prizegiving ceremony. This year we welcomed the new Master Leatherseller 

Jonathan Muirhead, Head of Grants Natalia Rymaszewska and the Chair of Governors Matthew Pellereau for a socially-

distanced tour of the school and meetings with myself, staff and our new School Captains, Panos and Aleesha.  

In other news, I was delighted to see Old Colfeian Charlie Whittaker (2001-2012), quoted extensively in The 

Telegraph recently. As a researcher in infectious disease epidemiology at Imperial College London, Charlie is at the 

heart of the scientific modelling for the spread of the virus. Read the full article here. 

 
JUNIOR SCHOOL  
At the beginning of the term Miss Lucy Kirkland joined the Junior School Senior Management Team as Director of Studies. 

Miss Kirkland will be working closely with Ms Macleod and Mr Rogers, Director of Studies in the senior school, to ensure 

the development of a challenging and relevant curriculum across the junior school. At the end of half term we will be 

saying farewell to Ms Marwick, who will be leaving Colfe’s after five years to take on a senior role at the Millbank 

Academy – we all wish her well in her new role. Miss Lennon will be the new teacher for 5A and parents will have an 

opportunity to meet her via Teams in the coming weeks.  

Pupils participated in this year’s first Shared Values Afternoon, a regular event which includes different activities exploring 

the school’s values. The Outdoor Education programme continues with Year 4 pupils spending two school days at the 

Grangewaters Activity Centre in Thurrock. Fifteen musicians from Years 5 and 6 performed in a virtual Teatime Concert. 

Despite the unusual lack of an audience, the pupils played beautifully and we look forward to sharing the recording with 

parents.  
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https://virtual.colfes.com/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/09/29/coronavirus-deaths-hit-one-million-many-lives-will-claim/


 

 

 

 

Ms Macleod began a series of assemblies celebrating Black History this week and Lynx House chose the annual ‘Wear Red 

Day’ as their charity – a national day of action which encourages schools, businesses and individuals to wear red and 

donate to help fund anti-racism education for young people and adults across the UK.  

 

SENIOR SCHOOL 

The Pastoral and PHSEE programmes in the senior school have been looking closely at Black History this half term. Pupils 
have attended virtual assemblies on such topics as:  

 

• an exploration of ‘unconscious bias’ with Mark Lomas, Head of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) at High 

Speed 2; 

• a thought-provoking presentation by School Captain and Leatherseller Scholar, Aleesha, questioning ‘What would 

our world look like without black people?’; 

• a celebration and acknowledgment of the achievements of key black figures in history by Aleesha and PHSEE 
Coordinator and Media Studies teacher, Jason Tutu; 

• and a Year 12 Forum lecture hosted by Stuart Lawrence, brother of Stephen Lawrence. 

  

The school’s long-standing EDI (Equality, Diversity and Inclusion) Group, is soon to be complemented by an African 

Caribbean Society run by Ms Bellis, in conjunction with Imperial College London. Read full details of the programme of 
other activities celebrating Black History Month at Colfe’s here. 

 

As we were unable to hold our usual prize giving ceremonies, smaller assemblies have been organised to celebrate 

outstanding achievement in the senior school. It has been particularly rewarding for pupils to be able to attend these and 

other year assemblies in person, rather than online. 

New Year 7 pupils had a taste of Colfe’s dedicated Outdoor Education Programme with a day trip to Grangewaters 

Outdoor Activity Centre. The busy itinerary included opportunities to experience a range of challenges such as peg 

ladder, climbing, abseiling, archery, canoeing, sailing and mountain biking. Designed to help encourage the development of 
new friendships by promoting teamwork, energy and communication, Year 12 students enjoyed a day at Stubbers Lane 

Adventure Centre.  

Saturday Sport sessions have been running for some weeks now, although fixtures with other schools remain off limits. 

Despite this constraint we are encouraging pupils to maintain their fitness and skills by attending these sessions every 
Saturday morning. All pupils between Years 7 to 13 are invited to train and compete against each other in mini 

tournaments. Sports on offer include rugby and girls’ football on the main playing field, hockey and netball on the all-

weather surfaces; athletics at the Leathersellers’ Sports Ground and water polo in the Leisure Centre pool.  

In the arts, rehearsals have begun for the winter production, ‘The Dream’, which will take place in front of a small 
audience of pupils on Monday 30 November and Tuesday 1 December. Like all performances this term, it will be 

recorded and made available to parents to watch from home. A virtual platform concert took place at the end of 

September – with another to follow in November – and the Music Department hopes to continue the Recital Series in 
conjunction with Trinity Laban Conservatoire during the second half of term. 

 

INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS 

• Sophia (Y12) competed in the 2.5km Hever Castle Open Water Swim, braving 13 degree water temperature 

and finishing in third place 

• Cadet Chapman (Y11) was presented the Edwards Sword for Best AAC Cadet 

• Cadet Hotinceanu (Y11) was awarded the Hall Sword for Best RAF Cadet  

• Madeline (Y11) was selected for the U17 NPL Pulse team 

• Jasmine (Y11) competed in the Brighton to Pyecombe Brendon Stud-affiliated South UK competition and won 

two prizes – the Under 18s and overall children on horses class 

If you have news of any out-of-school achievements for your son or daughter please let us know by emailing our 

Communications Team comms@colfes.com  
 

https://www.colfes.com/news/celebrating-black-history/


 

 

 
 

NOTICES 

I must continue to draw your attention to the congestion and parking difficulties around the school at the beginning and 

end of the school day. Parents who drive their children to school should always park considerately and take care not to 

block the driveways of local residents. I regret to report that we have received complaints from Crown Court residents 

about a minority of parents using their private property for parking and turning. Please be especially careful when leaving 

your vehicle near the school, not least because you may become the subject of police interest. 

On a similar subject, may I remind parents of the dangers of idling outside the school to reduce localised air pollution. 

Under Regulation 98 of The Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986, it is an offence to leave a vehicle 

engine running unnecessarily while that vehicle is stationary on a road. For further information visit: 

https://idlingaction.london/ 

If your son or daughter wishes to change from school lunch to packed lunch, or if you wish to stop using the school coach 

service, please remember that you need to give half a term’s notice. Please email pkeogh@colfes.com in the Bursary 

Office. 

I would like to conclude with heartfelt thanks to all my colleagues, inside and outside the classroom, who have had to 

travel many more miles than usual since the start of term. Nothing is straightforward against the backdrop of the 

pandemic when even the simplest of tasks can become a major strategic exercise. Everybody, without exception, has risen 

to the challenge and our pupils have benefited accordingly. I hope that all pupils will enjoy half term and that we will be 

able to continue without interruption through to Christmas. Thanks again to you all for everything that you are doing to 

keep the school safe. 

Best wishes 

Richard Russell 
Headmaster 

https://idlingaction.london/
pkeogh@colfes.com

