
 

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES 
 

The Drama Department at Colfe’s, housed in 

the Beardwood Centre, is a busy and creative 

place, where a wide variety of productions 

take place throughout the year. The most 

recent 6th Form production was The 39 

Steps. 

 

The Beardwood, a 130 seat black box theatre, 

is a well-equipped, versatile space used for 

most exam productions. Our second practical 

space is our studio that boasts a sprung floor 

and portable lighting and sound equipment.   

 

The A-level EDEXCEL Drama course aims to 

promote drama as a means of enquiry and 

communication.  Students are encouraged to 

develop their critical and creative skills 

through an understanding of drama forms and 

a competence in production skills.  The 

course is essentially very practical with all 

elements of the syllabus revolving around 

performance work. 

 

There are regular theatre visits, workshops 

and Q and A sessions for these classes. In 

the past there has been a camping trip to the 

RSC in Stratford upon Avon in the Summer 

Term to give students in Year 12 the 

opportunity to immerse themselves in 

Shakespeare’s world, with activities at the 

RSC. The Department has taken a party of 

students to New York to take part in drama 

workshops and to see several shows on and 

off Broadway.  

 

The A Level course is made up of three 

components, culminating in a two and a half 

hour written examination. 

 

 

 

 

In Component 1 students are required to 

devise a piece of original theatre.  Marks are 

given for the preparation process, the final 

piece and supporting written evidence. 

 

In Component 2, Text in Performance, 

students take part in group performance and 

perform a monologue or duologue.  

 

Component 3 is the written paper where 

students answer questions on performance 

texts they have studied in a practical way and 

also complete a live theatre evaluation. The 

new exam specification can be found here: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificati

ons/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-

2016.html 

 

A Level students attend several theatre trips 

each year and attend workshops with Frantic 

Assembly, Splendid and Punchdrunk Theatre 

and with visiting actors and directors which 

further supports their studies and enables 

students to experience a wide variety of 

theatrical styles.  

 

The Department runs an average of 20 trips 

to the theatre each year, to a wide range of 

professional productions, from top West End 

musicals to the latest contemporary theatre at 

the National. Students may also study LAMDA 

examinations as an extra-curricular activity up 

to Grade 8. Students are encouraged to apply 

for The National Youth Theatre of Great 

Britain. This year 6 students obtained places 

including one on the technical course. 
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A Level – Drama and Beyond 

Drama and Theatre Studies is an exciting and 

enjoyable A Level subject that promotes 

independent learning, teamwork and creative 

thinking. Some of our students are talented 

enough to go on to highly competitive Drama 

Schools such as RADA, Central, Guildhall and 

Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, and 

many read Drama at universities such as 

Canterbury and Manchester, often combining 

the subject with English, Art or a language.  

All our students find that a grounding in 

performance is invaluable for future 

employment opportunities, especially in 

Business, PR, Marketing and Management. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


