
 

 

HISTORY  
 
History trains the mind through the rational 

enquiry into the human past. It helps us 

understand those forces and influences that have 

shaped the way we think, act and organise 

ourselves as people and societies. History seeks 

to shed light on how wars and revolutions have 

shaped our lives, how accidents have led to 

discoveries and disasters and what causes 

governments and dynasties to rise and fall.  

 

The course 

We use the OCR exam board, and have chosen 

topics which continue to resonate with current 

British and world affairs.  

 

Year 12 

In Year 12 we study Britain 1930-1997. This 

includes an in-depth study of the controversial 

decisions and achievements of Winston Churchill. 

We visit the Churchill War Rooms in central 

London to help bring this topic to life, and the 

lessons involve investigating original archive 

documentation. The domestic and foreign 

policies of Churchill’s successors until 1997 are 

analysed using more traditional essays. These 

provide students with a fascinating insight into 

the controversial legacies of figures such as 

Margaret Thatcher.  

 

Year 12 students also study the French 

Revolution and Napoleon 1774-1815 topic. As 

Eric Hobsbawm says, the French Revolution was 

‘a phenomenon as awful and irreversible as the 

first nuclear explosion, and all history has been 

permanently reversed by it’. Students who enjoy 

becoming experts in the detail of a complicated 

and ever-changing historiographical narrative will 

be in their element here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 13 

In Year 13 students are constantly required to 

make their own judgments from the evidence 

available. The coursework is a 4,000 word essay 

and provides a real insight into the demands of 

History at university because students choose 

their own essay title and are only allowed to be 

given guidance on their research methods and 

the written structure of their essays. It is possible 

to choose an essay question that is from their 

Year 12 topics. They also analyse how much 

change or continuity occurred in Russia between 

1855 and 1964 in how its’ rulers governed, 

suppressed opposition and influenced the lives of 

their people. Russia is a truly fascinating country 

whose influence on the world stage, as seen 

during the recent election in America and the on-

going conflict in Syria, is growing. 

 

What is so good about History at Colfe’s? 

Sixth form historians are supported by teachers 

with experience of examining for OCR at A-level 

and have a track record of producing outstanding 

examination results (88% A*/A in 2013 is our 

record haul). We have got a unique revision app 

for Android devices that is tailored towards the 

key knowledge required for the exams.  

Students also have the opportunity to lead the 

Colfe’s Historical Society in their investigations of 

past events through fieldwork and research. This 

year they will be leading some virtual classroom 

sessions provided by the National Archives in 

Kew. 

 

History A-level and beyond 

Many of our students go on to study History as a 

single or combined degree at university. 

However, even if you do not wish to pursue the 

subject at degree level, universities and 

employers value History A-level because it 

reflects your training in rational thinking and 

spoken and written argument. Employers 

recognise the sense of perspective and the critical 

dispositions nurtured by a historical education as 

well as the ability to manage and assess 

information.  


