
 

 

BUSINESS 
 
A-level Business has been designed to provide 

candidates with a critical understanding of: 

 

 The internal functions of contemporary 

business organisations of all types 

 The dynamic external environment within 

which businesses operate and the effects this 

can have upon decision-making within a 

business 

 Major topical issues that can generate change 

for business organisations and the ways in 

which businesses respond  to these issues 

 The range of stakeholder perspectives that 

can be taken on business activities. 

 

We spend a lot of time in lessons looking at real 

world businesses and why they succeed or fail. 

 

Whilst there is no specific GSCE Maths 

requirement for A-level Business, students are 

expected to understand techniques which require 

a significant degree of numeracy (for example 

investment appraisal). 

 

Students are also expected to engage in the ‘wider 

world’ of business, through reading newspapers 

and magazines. 

 

The department was also the first at Colfe’s to 

join twitter (@COLFESeconomics), which keeps 

students up-to-date and allows them to become 

involved in discussions.  

 

The course 

Students of this course study business in a variety 

of contexts (eg large/small, UK focused/global, 

service/manufacturing) and consider: 

 

• The importance of the context of business in 

relation to decision-making 

• The interrelated nature of business activities 

and how they affect competitiveness 

• The competitive environment and the markets 

in which businesses operate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• The influences on functional decisions and 

plans including ethical and environmental 

issues 

• The factors that might determine whether a 

decision is successful, eg the quality of data 

and the degree of uncertainty 

• How technology is changing the way decisions 

are made and how businesses operate and 

compete 

• The impact on stakeholders of functional 

decisions and their response to such decisions 

• Use of non-quantitative and quantitative data 

in decision making (including the 

interpretation of index numbers and 

calculations such as ratios and percentages). 

 

Students complete three exam papers at the end 

of Year 13 which contain a variety of question 

styles from multiple choice to essays. 

 

Outside the classroom 

We encourage students to take part in a variety of 

business ‘games’ including IFS Proshare and ACCA 

Business Challenge. 

 

Business A-level and beyond 

Many students who take A-level Business go on to 

study a related degree; most universities offer a 

variety of business and management courses.  

After university, a business degree will enable you 

to work in almost any environment, whether it is 

as a project manager for a multinational 

organisation or a fundraiser for a charity. 

 


