
 

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 
 
While the ancient world may seem remote 

and quite divorced from the problems of the 

present, the study of its history and culture 

can help students make sense of the world 

today. The nature and impact of various 

cultural and religious developments, the 

responses of societies to complex social and 

economic challenges, the issues of justice, 

discrimination and violence were as much part 

of the ancient world as they are of ours. 

 

Classical Civilisation is an interdisciplinary 

course of study, covering Literature, History, 

Language, Art, and more. It covers mainly 

Greco-Roman history but also extends to 

Egypt and Persia. Classical Civilisation touches 

on Religion, Art, Philosophy, Drama, Poetry, 

Science, Astronomy, Mythology, Geography, 

Mathematics, Archaeology, Politics, Law, and 

Gender Studies. Almost everything we know 

has an antecedent or counterpart in the 

Classics. 

 

Can anyone study Classical Civilisation? 

The course is open to anyone. No knowledge 

of Latin or Greek is needed as all sources are 

read in English. 

 

What other subjects does it combine 

well with? 

Any other subject. Students studying English 

Literature will find a Classical background 

invaluable, particularly a knowledge of Homer 

and Greek Tragedy. Historians gain 

knowledge of another period. Dramatists 

enjoy the literature and the Ancient Tragedies 

and Comedies.  

 

Artists and art historians benefit from 

studying Classical Art. Scientists, 

mathematicians and linguists might just fancy  

something different. If nothing else, it is great 

for your general knowledge. 

 
How is it different from Ancient 

History? 

Classical Civilisation involves the study of 

literature as a work of art rather than as a 

historical source; the same applies to art, 

architecture and archeological evidence.  

There is some overlap between Classical 

Civilisation and Ancient History but Classical 

Civilisation is much broader and involves skills 

from English Literature and other subjects as 

well as History.   

 

The course 

There are three papers to be examined, all at 

the end of Year 13. Half of Paper 1 (The 

Odyssey) and all of Paper 2 will be studied in 

Year 12, and examined in the Colfe’s 

Goldsmith certificate. 

 

Paper 1: The World of the Hero (40%) 

Students will study Homer’s Odyssey and 

Virgil’s Aeneid, two of the most important 

works of Western literature. This module 

looks at aspects of epic poetry, such as 

heroism, the depiction of the gods and 

religion, and the role of women as well as the 

historical contexts. 

 

Paper 2: Culture and the Arts: The 

Invention of the ‘Barbarian’ (30%) Students 

will study the relationship between the Greek 

world and real-life foreigners (e.g. the 

Persians) and ‘other’ characters from myth 

(e.g. Medea, and the Amazons). You will look 

at written sources (history and drama) as well 

as visual sources such as statues, paintings and 

archaeology. Themes covered include: Greek 

identity; the Persian Wars; depictions of 

barbarians in Greek art and tragedy; and the 

reality of Persian culture vs the Greek ‘spin’. 

 

 

 



Paper 3: Beliefs and Ideas (30%) 

Students will study the topic of ‘love and 

relationships’. This paper will involve study of 

an area of Classical philosophy (e.g. Plato, 

Aristotle) in combination with literature and 

visual material (e.g. love poetry from Greece 

and Rome). Themes covered include: religious 

and social norms; Greek and Roman social 

views about male and female roles; love and 

desire; ethics; and values relating to 

relationships. 

 

Classical Civilisation A-level and beyond 

Many universities offer a Classical course with 

or without Latin/Greek. There are various 

different courses focusing on different aspects 

of Classics such as Ancient History, Classical 

Civilisation and Classical Studies. Many 

universities offer combined courses in Ancient 

and Modern History or English and Classics. It 

is now possible to study Classics at many 

universities, including Oxford and Cambridge, 

without having done Latin and Greek at 

school. 

 


